NN

Environmental Report

Natural Resources Council
SPRING 1993

nThe Line

TS

Tinkering With A Law
That Isn’t Broken
















































ACT
290)

ON THE LINE

Tinkering With A Law

ct 250 is in the ring for

a fight. A new coalition of

business and landowner

groups calling itself the Ver-

mont Environmental Councilisspend-

ing up to $250,000 lobbying the

Vermont Legislature to consider sig-

nificant changes in Vermont's land-
mzn'k (levelopment review process.

Legislation proposing amendments
to Act 250 has appeared in both cham-
bers, and the Dean administration has
also introduced proposals to stream-
line the Act 250 process.

“We agree with most of the ad-
ministration proposals; they've done
a good job of throwing out changes
that would hurt the process or slow it
down,” said Ned Farquhar, VNRC
Executive Director, “Still, in general,

That Isn't Broken

SARAH SEIDMAN

By

tinkering with Act 250 continues to cre-
ate the impression that it’s the law that’s
the problem, when they should be work-
ing on other issues, particularly the per-
mitting process at the Agency of Natural
Resources.”

Charles Clarke, the new head of that
state agency, is among those who agree
with Farquhar’s assessment. “The prob-
lems are not so much with Act 200 and
Act 250,” Clarke told a Bennington au-
dience in January. “They’re mostly with
my own agency.”

A lack of Agency organization and
knowledge, alack of consistency between
requirements for permits, and a lack of
technical assistance — “All of these com-
bined make up the main bottlenecks at
ANR,” he said, “not Acts 200 and 250.”

Not The First Assault
On Act 250

Act 250 has been in the ring before
— many times. Last year a Senate-
backed bill sought changes to the law. It
went to the House late in the session but
never emerged from the House Natural
Resources Committee.

“The House Natural Resources Com-

mittee found that virtually none of the
changes advocated by the Homebuilders
Association and other groups had any
factual basis,” noted VNRC's 1992 legis-
lative liaison, Chris Kilian.

But major changes in the composi-
tion of the Vermont House and Senate
may affect how amendments to Act 250
are received in 1993. Former Senate
leader Doug Racine, D-Chittenden, a
staunch ally of environmental advocates,
chose not to run for re-election last year.
Sen. George Little, D-Chittenden, also
retired, leaving a 4-2 majority for change
on the Senate Natural Resources Com-
mittee. The new committee chair, Sen.
Tom Macaulay, R-Rutland, has made it
clear he'll be supporting the kinds of Act
250 changes proposed by the Vermont
Homebuilders Association and the Ver-
mont Environmental Council.

In the House, Natural Resources
Committee Chair Rep. Curt McCor-
mack, D-Rutland, resigned his seat on
the committee in order to run for mayor
of Rutland. His successor as chair, Rep.
Chuck Ross, D-Chittenden, appears to
be a supporter of environmental respon-
sibility, as McCormack was.
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