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Own some forest land?
A cedar-canvas canoe?

Trying to publish?

Take a Sterling College
Short-Course
this summer!

Wildbranch Writers' Workshop
June 23- June 29
Cedar-Canvas Canoe
Construction Workshop
July 7-12 and Sept. 1-6
Forest Management for Landowners

Serving Outdoor People Since 1856 Call for dates

= - Contact us for more information!
¢ Fly Rods and Reels ¢ Classic Clothing K f

* Fly Tying Kits * Rainwear Sterling College
® w‘adel's and Vests - Lm - Craftsbury Common, VT 05827
* Flies * Sporting Gifts Toll free: (800) 648-3591
® Custom Shotguns ® Sporting Art

Historic Route 7A
Manchester, Vermont 05254
802-362-3750

Hemmings
Motor News

Antique Auto Publications

“the bible" of the old-car hobby since 1954
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Hemmings \ e | \ \ye

Visitors Welcome—West Road, Route 9, Bennington
Open Monday-Friday 9-5
Mailing Address: Box 100. Bennington, Vermont 05201
Also Publishers of Special Interest Autos,
Hemmings Vintage Auto Almanac.
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The Vermont Natural Resources
Council is a non-profit environmen-
tal organization founded in 1963 to
promote the wise use of Vermont's
natural resources. VNRC does re-
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the National Wildlife Federation.
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THE INSIDE WORD)

DEANE DAviSs AND AcT 250
Two Vermont Institutions Celebrated

Susan Clark, VNRC Editor

his winter, Vermonters lost a treasure with the death of

former governor Deane C. Davis. At 90, this l’wpub]i-
can had earned the love of Vermonters through his clarity of
vision, humor, and wisdom,

From 1969-1973, Davis governed Vermont at a time of
booming growth, and increasing awareness of the accompa-
nying environmental problems. Although a political conser-
vative, Davis called for — and won — bold environmental
reform. Among his legacies: Act 250, Vermont's landmark
development law, and Act 252, a key water protection law.

Davis’s appreciation for Vermont's natural resources was
long-standing. He was an unabashed supporter of our natu-
ral environment, both as an economic investment and as a
source nl'inspir::tirm and joy to Vermonters. Sometimes his
support came as a lone voice of reason — such as, during the
heat of the recent planning debate, his open letter to Ver-
monters in support of Act 200, Vermont's new l‘lldllltlll" law.

Deane Davis was an open- minded leader with a remarka-
ble talent for hnnﬂ;mu opposing sides together. Throughout
our organization’s history, VNRC has been deeply honored
by his support. Vermont's environment is lllllJ] the
richer for his work, and we will miss him greatly.

his winter also marked the 20th anniversary of Act 250,

Vermont's land use and development law. Governor
Davis shepherded the law through tL(' legislature twenty
years ago, and it’s still ahead of its time — arguably another
of Vermont's state treasures.

At its annual meeting in December, the Vermont Envi-
ronmental Board invited people who had participated in the
Act 250 process to stop, at a crossroads in environmental
history, so to speak, and discuss the law’s history and future.

Former Senator Arthur Gibb, chair of the committee
which framed Act 250, brought out planner Walter Bluch-
er’s original memo with hancﬁvritten notes, in which the ide-
as for Act 250 were first outlined. Several speakers couldn’t
resist noting the comparison to our country’s Bill of Rights.
One even joked that we were going back to Genesis. And
indeed, what is remarkable about that piece of writing is
that the environmental need was so clearly defined twenty
years ago that the criteria of today’s Act 250 remain essen-
tially unchanged.

Act 250 was constructed slowly and painstakingly, and
somehow crystallized at a point in history when nothing less
than a landmark law would have done. In an interview with
VNRC (V.E.R. Fall, 1989) Davis recalled it this way:
“Somehow God had his hand on our shoulder, I guess,
enough so that we knew we couldn’t put this thing across
unless we did it right.”

Speakers at the meeting revealed some stunning facts
about Act 250. In the law’s twenty-year history, fewer than
2% of the projects reviewed have been turned down. The
key is that many of these plans get modified in the process

— moved on the building site to protect a wetland, perhaps,
or scaled back to protect water, air quality, agricultural land
or other Vermont treasures.

Richard Cowart, Chair of the Vermont Public Service
Board. estimated that just through its demand for energy-
efficient buildings, Act 250 has saved the state’s economy an
amazing $500 million over the life of the buildings. Just
that savings alone more than pays for the direct cost of the
law’s administration.

Bank president John Ewing noted that Vermont's per-
centage of non-performing loans is significantly lower than
elsewhere in New England — partly !rwmuse Act 250 en-
sures that projects start out better slanned and on sounder
footing. Interestingly, properh ri;,‘htc advocates are now
hovcotting his bank for saying so. We hope, however, that
speaking the truth has other rewards.

Act 250 has helped Vermont's economy. What a concept
With all of the noise from developers that Act 250 stops (JL-
velopment, in fact, there’s evidence to show that you can
make a better, more sustainable buck here than an\'\\]wre
else in New Eng]dml

In these economic hard times, this will be a difficult
pmnt to l\eep our eye on. In fact, in that same VNRC inter-
view, Deane Davis })I’L‘dltttd “The next big test to come on
Act 250 is if and when we have a umjm depression.”

Sure enough, in this legislative session there are already
plenty of people who are proposing changes to Act 250.
Some come as friends, and want to streamline the process,
make it more efficient, more fair. Others would like to
modify it off the face of the plauet

In order to protect Vermont's state treasures, the trick
will be to differentiate between the two.
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LETTERS

CITIZEN INVOLVEMENT DAY LAUDED

VNRC'’s annual “Share the Spirit” gathering of various grassroots environmental-
ists may in time turn out to be one of your most important actions, The conference
brought together a variety of environmental groups ... protecting their local environ-
ments and communities from malls, pesticides, and destruction of wildlife habitat.

The conference gave us a chance to share strategies, information, and energy.
More importantly, it let us know we are not alone, that there are principled, energet-
ic people all over the state who are working hard to protect the earth. ... While pro-
tection of our environment will require changing the destructive practices of power-
ful multinational corporations, it is grassroots groups that initiate those changes.

— Lisa Barrett, Huntington

TRULY AN OUTSTANDING RESOURCE

It is indeed good news that the Vermont Water Resources Board has officially
designated the Battenkill as an Outstanding Resource Water. (See “Vermont Per-
spectives,” this issue.) This river ... has been the pass through the mountains for Na-
tive Americans, settlers, soldiers and passengers on the Underground Railroad. ...
The river itself has always offered a mode of transportation, a supply of food, and
recreation — and for the first settlers, their only source of power. ...

In 1990 Manchester passed a new Zoning Ordinance giving special protection to
streams, ponds, and wet&unds. We have new tools to protect our valuable and scenic
resource, the Battenkill. It remains to be seen whether we will be good stewards of
that trust. This is not an end of a river story, but hopefully a new beginning.

— Taﬂ}_{ Scarff, Manchester Center

BURN IT BETTER

In her article “Burn It Hot” (Winter 1990 V.E.R.) Ann Watson neglects to men-
tion a centuries-old solution.... If you burn a metal stove good and hot, you will send
most of your heat up the chimney, overheat your living room and perhaps damage
your stove. My father came from Estonia where his home and thousands of others
were heated by a huge mass of clay and brick. ...

These stoves are still built as a matter of course throughout Europe and Scanda-
navia.... A large mass of masonry, sometimes many tons, is heated directly by flue
gases passing through a maze of channels before going up the chimney. The stove is
fired with small pieces of wood and plenty of air once or twice a day for a short time.
Temperatures within the stove go well above the 1100°F needed to reburn the gas-
es, making masonry stoves as clean as the best metal stove. They create a warm, sol-
id presence in the home, bringing back the meaning of hearth to the living room.

A thorough introduction to these ideas is presented in The Book of Masonry
Stoves: Rediscovering the Old Way of Warming by David Lyle (Brick House Pub-
lishing, Andover, MA). '

— Jaan Laaspere, Nonwvich

STARTING YOUNG

A special thanks to Marcia White's Spaulding Graded Middle School 6th grade
class. Each student wrote to us after VNRC Executive Director Ned Farquhar spoke
to the class about the issues which inspired him to become an environmentalist. The
class also participated in VNRC’s “Planning Game.” Among the letters:

Thank you for coming in and talking to our class about DDT and Rachel Carson.
I did a report on Rachel with all the information you gave me.
— Liz Milne, Barre
Thank you for coming to visit us. I found it very interesting. I liked what you
said and I'll try to help the environment. I am really glad you came. Your friend,
— Patrick MeMahon, Barre
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(802)533-2221
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PO.Box 116
Greensboro, Vermont O5841

Always A Supply of Good Used Saabs,
Subarus, and Other Quality Imported Cars

L “Imported Cars Are Nol Foreign To Us"

.)

. Vermont \Voyageur Equipment

(802) 3264789

- (9:00 AM-5:30 PM Mon-Sat) < Sizes: XS-XL
¢ . Colors: Red, Tan, Royal Blue,

Forest Green & Rust

Four-season protection
from wind, sun & cold,

dry snow.

Perfect for nordic skiing, snow- © .

Cost:

shoeing, hiking & backpacking. Anorak $48.%
Original design chosen for use by National Pants $39.%
Outdoor Leadership School, Proven on ws[m
expeditions throughout North America

by thousands of NOLS students.

Route 242-Box I0I0E. Montgomery Center, VT 05471

For a free mail order catalog describing Vermont Voyageur clothing & equipment, Limmer
Boots, guidebooks & more, call or write VVE. Or visit our shop near Jay Peak & at the Hazen's
Notch Outdoor Center. Call ahead though—we may be out skiing on the Catamount Trail.

" X@-

ORTHLIGHT

STUDIO PRESS, INC.

QU ALITY PRINTING

BARRE, VT = 802-479-0565

“Marvelous Truth,
confront us
at every tum,
in every guise.”

- Denise Levertov

Truth for the economist has not
always been truth for the
ecologist. We have the latest
books from all camps on
environmental issues. All areas
contribute to the climate of
opinion that will save our planet.

Open uniil 9 Fridays

NORTHSHIRE
BOOKSTORE

Manchester Center, Vi

Open 7 davs

Knoll Farm
Country Inn

150 Acres preserved with

permanent conservation

restrictions through the
Vermont Land Trust.

A unique farm/inn
combination in a
beautiful rural setting,
dLC(‘)Iﬂd(ldtll]f_‘ guests by
day or week since 1957,

Call or write Ann Day,
Knoll Farm, Bragg Hill
Rd., Waitsfield, VT 05673
(802) 496-3939

VERMONT ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT - SPRING 1991 - 4



AVINIS GHYHOIH

VERMONT ENVIRONMENTAL HH'IIIH

® & & & & & © & & & & @

VERMONT PERSPECTIVE

THE OUTSTANDING
BATTENKILL

First “Outstandi ng Resource
Water” Designated

O riginating in Dorset and flowing
26 miles to the New York border,
the Battenkill has been designated Ver-
mont’s first Outstanding Resource Wa-
ter (ORW).

The Vermont Water Resources
Board granted the special status in Jan-
uary, finding the Battenkill exceptional
for “natural, recreational, cultural and
scenic values” — all four of the values
required by law.

“The Board’s decision was an affir-
mation of the Kill’s exceptional quali-
ties,” said Marcy Mahr, VNRC South-
ern Vermont Program Director. “After
working on the project for two and a
half years, VNRC and Trout Unlimited
are elated by the Board’s unanimous
decision.”

ORW designation was created to
protect waterways from streamflow al-
teration, limit gravel extraction, and
recognize community support for the
waterways’ protection. The Board ex-
pec ts to issue its © Fn(hngs of fact” in
late winter, which may shed light on
the new designation’s regulatory impli-
cations.

At the hearing in November, VNRC
expert witnesses focused on the river's
fisheries, wildlife habitat, recreational
opportunities, and scenic and cultural
qualities. VNRC emphasized the dis-
tinction between the law’s four values
and its fourteen “advisory guide posts.”

“This distinction is critical for assur-
ing that the river is not segmented; we
wanted to see the entire stream is des-
ignated as an ORW,” said Mahr. “We
didn’t want the Board to make specific
findings on specific river segments.”

Throughout the proceeding, the un-
certainty of the ()uht.lmlmﬂ Resource
Water designation’s regnl.itm'\ effect
was a concern echoed by representa-
tives of the towns that are home to the
Battenkill. VNRC argued that the reg-
ulation must be applied identically lm’
all ORWs. VNRC and Trout Unlimit-
ed’s legal memorandum to the Board
stated, “There is no basis in the law for
treating one ORW-designate «d water-
way differently from another. ... An
ORW is an ORW. ... Any re L‘llLlII(m
the Agency duululh with regard to
Uut\hul(hn;_, I{a.-'s()urte Waters must ap-
ply to any ORW.

On the same day, the Board also
heard testimony on a Jamaica waterfall
known as Pike’s Falls. VNRC has sup-
ported Pike’s Falls” designation as Ver-

mont’s first waterfall ORW, and in Jan-
uary, the Board also officially made
that c[eslﬂndhnn

“After working on the
project for two and a half
years, VNRC and Trout
Unlimited are elated by
the Board’s unanimous
decision.”

Marcy Mahr, VNRC

“Our intention is to have the Batten-
kill serve as a test case for future peti-
tions. \r“t" want to create [Jl'l't’("d("n(.'l'
for how the designation is applied.”
said Mahr. DN
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VERMONT PERSPECTIVE

POWER AT A TERRIBLE PRICE
VNRC Opposes Hydro-Quebec

he first phase of Hydro-Quebec’s

James Bay hydroelectric project
has already created reservoirs that cov-
er an area half the size of Vermont.

Steven Crowley, VNRC Water
Quality Director, visited the main Hy-
dro-Quebec power station and Cree
and Inuit villages this summer. Ac-
cording to Crowley, bicaccumulation of
mercury gene srated by the flooding ren-
der prime game fish unfit to eat.

“Ancestral hunting lands are flooded
and fish are poisoned,” explains Crow-
ley. “These effects spell ‘:Esabler for
the 2000-year-old Cree traditions of
subsistence and stewardship.”

In October the Vermont Public Ser-
vice Board (PSB) affirmed contracts
for the purchase by Vermont utilities of
340 megawatts of electric power from
Hydro-Quebec. the purchase has been
opposed by VNRC, many other north-
eastern and national environmental
groups, and the Cree nation.

The PSB, while determining that it
was limited by law to reviewing only
those impacts felt within Vermont, did
establish tough energy conservation re-
quirements for Vermont utilities pur-
chasing Hydro-Quebec power.

But according to VNRC Board

member Leigh Seddon, an energy ex-
pert who represented VNRC and
VPIRG before the PSB, “Vermont
could do without Hydro-Quebec, ag-
gressively pursue conservation, and de-
velop renewable sources here.”

VNRC and others testified that the
massive investments in Hydro-Quebec
would tie up funds that could other-
wise be spent reducing demand by as
much as 35-57%. Utility representa-
tives presented a pessimistic forecast
for demand-side management, howev-
er, the the PSB tilted the balance in fa-
vor of the purchase.

VNRC and other activists continue
their efforts. As the Vermont affiliate
of the National Wildlife Federation,
one of the nation’s largest environmen-
tal lobbying groups, VNRC is sponsor-
ing a resolution at NWF’s March annu-
al meeting; if the resolution is passed,
NWF will call for a thorough environ-
mental review of the James Bay Project
and strong support for demand-side
management. Another focus of atten-
tion is Vermont Town Meeting votes in
municipalities where utilities seek ap-
proval to purchase James Bay power.
Meanwhile, Cree activists have filed an
appeal of the PSB order. SC/SCC
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A WETLAND

SUBSTITUTE?
Mall Wins Corps Approval

I n early January the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers granted Rutland Re-
gional Mall a nationwide permit. For
two years the Finard-Zamias develop-
ers have urged the Corps to issue this
expedited permit. The decision came
two months after the Vermont Envi-
ronmental Board approved the pro-
posed 442,000~ square-foot mall.

Last August, with support from
VNRC experts, the Corps determined
that the destruction of 8.8 acres of wet-
lands would have a substantial environ-
mental impact. In order to meet the
criteria of the Corps’ review, Finard-
Zamias had to reconfigure their design
significantly. The developers are also
required to acquire and preserve a
nearby fifteen-acre wetland; run-off
control and other environmental safe-
guards are also permit conditions.

Due to the substantial changes, the
developers are now required to return
to the District Environmental Commis-
sion for an amendment to their permit.

“As soon as the Army Corps asserted
jurisdiction, VNRC questioned the val-
ue of forcing state regulatory approval
without first obtaining federal approv-
al,” said Marcy Mahr, VNRC's South-
ern Vermont Program Director. “For
the parties, the Act 250 Commission,
and the Environmental Board, this
two-and-a-half-year review has been a
waste and could have been avoided.”

Mall developers requested the re-
moval of conditions requiring air quali-
ty munituring, annual payments n‘l1
$150,000 for fifteen years to Rutland
City, and the purchase and permanent
i)rcscrvation of the fifteen-acre wet-
and. VNRC and Citizens for Respon-
sible Growth-Rutland objected, but did
agree with removing a provision to con-
struct a pond in a nearby undisturbed
wetland. For procedural reasons, the
Board denied the motion to reconsider
any of the conditions.

VNRC anticipates the amended per-
mit application will be submitted to the
District Environmental Commission in
early April. SC/MM

LESLIE KING
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THE CUTTING EDGE OF ENERGY

Wood Gasification Plant Proposed

A pilot project to create electrical
energy from gas produced by

burning wood is being considered for
Bennington County — and if success-
ful, would be the first in the world. Al-
though the project is still in the prelim-
inary stages of research, the pros and
cons are starting to come into the light.
This yet-to-be demonstrated tech-
nology has the potential to create local
sources of sustainable energy as well as
provide a market for low-quality wood.
“So far it looks like the project is in
keeping with VNRC's forestry, energy,
and economic policies,” said VNRC
Executive Director Ned Farquhar,
“but we'll be monitoring the project
with its environmental costs in mind.”
The wood-gas turbine would use

LESSER OF Two EvVILS

de “junk” wood as the fuel. The
would be chipped and burned to
Erm'luce a high-quality gas that would

e used to run turbines to produce elec-
tricity. The facility would require
100,000 cords of wood per year to pro-
duce 18-20 megawatts, supplying ap-
proximately 4000 homes. Theoretically,
this new technology could be as high as
45% enur% efficient, as compared to
the 33% efficiency of the Burlington
Electric wood-bumning facility. Wood
would be harvested from the four south-
ern Vermont counties and areas in New
York and Massachusetts.

“The use of this low-grade wood
would have forestland benefits,” said
Bennington County Forester Jim White.
“We can sustain our forest and contin-

low-

Killington-Pico Merger Agreement Reached

K most Vermonters know, the
regulatory battles that occur be-
tween environmentalists and develop-
ers can be long and bitter. Polarization
can be extremely to costly to both sides
in terms of time, resources and legal
fees, and, as one conservationist put it,
“sometimes more energy is spent on
the heat of protracted debate than on
the light of actual resource defense.”
Environmentalists and developers
have been working together on one
project to avoid the usual polarization.
VNRC was among several signers this
January of an agreement related to the
proposed merger of the Killington and
Pico ski areas, and Act 250 permit ap-
plications for construction allowing the
merger. Some observers called the
agreement “historic” because it re-
moved some controversial issues from
the regulatory arena, and included
concessions by both the development
and environmental interests involved.
Terms of the agreement include
new trail, lift, and pipeline develop-
ment that could allow a 30-40% in-

crease in skier-day capacity over the
next twenty years. The agreement also
includes: 1) permanent conservation of
over 5,000 acres of key wildlife habitat,
including Parker’s Gore; 2) boundaries
and development restrictions limiting
the ski areas’ future growth; 3) a data-
reporting and review process to ad-
dress long-term growth, water, and
other environmental impacts; 4) limit-
ed ski development in the existing Ap-
palachian/Long Trails; and 5) accep-
tance by all parties of the ongoing
federal environmental impact state-
ment looking at Trail impacts.

The conservation parties opposed
allowing Killington/Pico any new water
sources, and none was allowed under
the agreement. However, the ski areas
may seek water under future permit
applications — which conservation
groups may oppose.

VNRC Executive Director Ned
Farquhar spent months working on the
agreement with conservationists, in-
cluding Nancy Bell of Shrewsbury
Land Trust/Save Parker’s Gore, Kevin

ue to improve its quality and health,
provided yearly harvests do not exceed
annual forest growth,” he said.

The proposed plant is a joint ven-
ture of the Department of Forest and
Parks, the Department of Public Ser-
vice, the Forest Service, several state
utilities, and the Bennington County
Regional Commission. The plant could
cost up to $50 million to build and will
require private and federal funding.

A member of the committee which
is reviewing the project, VNRC South-
ern Vermont Program Director Marcy
Mahr notes, “We will be taking a close
look at the technology’s environmental
impacts, energy efficiency, economic
feasibility, and, most importantly, ef-
fect on forest sustainability.” SC/MM

Peterson of the Appalachian Trail Con-
ference, and Jonathan Gibson of Ver-
mont Audubon and Sierra Club.

Farquhar called the agreement “the
better of undesirable choices: conces-
sion on major points, or an expensive,
difficult regulatory battle. It's a partial
win, but it’s certainly not perfect.

“I don’t consider this agreement a
model for future agreements,” noted
Farquhar, adding that it was put togeth-
er hastily, and without full public review
or consultation. “It represents progress,
yet it’s far from comprehensive. If we
did similar agreements all over Ver-
mont, there would be very little of Ver-
mont left,” Farquhar said.

VNRC will be a party in the continu-
ing Act 250 review of the proposed
merger, argning for water conservation
and growth management controls.
VNRC will also be a member of the
steering committee for the ongoing
gmwth and water irnpacts review pro-
cess. The agreement could be nullified
for various reasons anytime through the
end of this summer. SC
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TAMARACK

HEARINGS CLOSE
Regional Concerns Raised

hree years and thirteen Act 250

hearings later, the 180-unit Tama-
rack Golf and Country Club had its last
hearing in January.

VNRC has opposed the project since
it was first proposed as the ra:ger “Sal-
mon Hole" development, on the
grounds that it would destroy critical
bear habitat, and have severe local and
regional impacts.

The most recent hearings focused
on the project’s conformance with the
Windham Regional Plan and the Jamai-
ca and Stratton Town Plans. Impor-
tantly, the Windham Regional Com-
mission found Tamarack did not
conform with the regional plan and
would substantially impact the region.
Lew Sorensen, Executive Director of
the Commission, zeroed in on the pro-
ject’s impacts on regional settlement
patterns, rural character and traffic.

Jim Northup, VNRC's expert wit-
ness on land use planning corroborat-
ed Sorensen’s findings. “Ignoring the
Plan and approving Tamarack would
open the ﬂpx)d;,.itﬂ for second-home
developments throughout a large, re-
mote area,” said Northup. “Even if
Tamarack did not ruin this area’s rural
character and bear habitat, the cumula-
tive impacts of future development cer-
tainly would.”

A last-minute plan for increasing
bear spring food sources was submitted
by the developers. The plan calls for
man ipulalion of the vegetation on wet-
lands within the project area to in-
crease bears’ wetlands use.

“Given what we know about bears’
use of wetlands and desire to avoid
each other, increasing the availability of
food will not affect the number of bears
using the wetlands,” notes VNRC
Southern Vermont Program Director
Marcy Mahr. “In fact, because most of
the wetlands are in close proximity to
the development, it is more llkc!y lhv
bears will discontinue their usage.”

The Commission’s decision will be
issued in March. MM

WEVE SIMpLY IT COMES
eor To STop FROM BURNING,

PRODUCING S0 MUCH PARTICVLARLY
'CARBON DigxIDE. . FosSIL. TUELS.

[ Somesiou, THE DiscusSIon A W
STOPS AT THIS POINT,

NEW DIRECTIONS FOR TRANSPORTATION

“Planning How To Plan”

“P erhaps the most significant statu-
t

ory chan ge in Vermont in recent
years is the requirement that state
agencies plan llor their activities affect-
ing land use in a way that is consistent
with Vermont’s Planning Goals and
compatible with regional and approved
municipal plans.”

Thus begins the Council of Regional
Commissions” recommendations on
state agency interim plans released in
December. The requirement referred
to was Imssed as part of Act 200, Ver-
mont’s new planning law.

The Council found that most state
agencies were in a stage of “planning
how to plan.” It provided its recom-
mendations as guidance for state agen-
cy plans, which will be adopted in
1993-95.

The Vermont Agency of Transporta-
tion (AOT) has been a leader in the
state agency planning, as befits its level
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of influence on land use in Vermont,
AOT states that it will address the goals
during 1991-92, and report progress in
its 1993-94 Act 200 plan. Thpn* isa
struggle within the Agency, however,
as it becomes clear that the gﬂ.l]‘. in
AOT's interim plan call for major new
directions in tr: msport.ltton po]ltu

The Council’s recommendations for
AOT reflect those areas of inner strug-
gle: the Agency is moving from a mis-

sion of accommodating the automobile -

and using up federal funds, to a mis-
sion of maximizing options for mobility
in a more energy- and cost-efficient
manner.

The Council recommends: 1) in-
creasing emphasis on imaginative
means of public transit in urban, subur-
ban and rural areas; 2) increasing em-
ph.wiq on pedcslrian pat]:w‘nu and
bikeways, for memltmg as well as rec-
reation; 3) incre asing emphasis on en-
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ergy conservation; 4) improving un-
derstanding of the relationship be-
tween transportation infrastructure
and municipal and regional growth;
and 5) recognizing the inherent con-
flict between the public’s lack of sup-
port for additional roads, and the
Agency's mandate to provide for the
state’s transportation system. Criteria
should be set forth for determining
when new roads, improvement of exist-
ing facilities or other solutions are ap-
propriate.

The Transportation Board held
three public hearings this fall on state
transportation policy, planning, and
implementation. Public response to
the hearings was strong. However,
other areas where citizen input is
needed — such as the Agency’s long-
range planning — have not been
opened to public comment.

“The pull)lic is clearly more aware
than ever of the impact of our current
aulu—dt'p('ndmll culture on our envi-
ronment, economy, and national secur-
ity,” says VNRC's Land Use Director
ch_, Elmer. “AOT's inner struggle to
acknowledge and meet these puhhc
demands is just beginning. We
concerned citizens, need to stay in-
volved.”

For ideas on getting involved, call
VNRC's Peg Elmer at 223-2328, or the
transportation activism group Grass
Routes at 658-4267. SC/PE

NORTHERN FOREST

LANDS PROTECTION

New Council
and Alliance Formed

NRC and other conservation
groups have lobbied hard for
protection of threatened northern for-

est lands, and efforts are paying off.
The 101st Congress appropriated
$1.275 million to continue the work of
the Northern Forest Lands Study.
(See “Vermont Perspectives,” V.E.R.
Winter 1990.) A portion of the federal
money was designated to fund a
Northern Forest Lands Council.

VERMONT PERSPECTIVE

Legislation .mthnriz:ink the creation
of the Council is still pending; in the
meantime, the Governor's Task Force
on Northern Forests has begun the
Council’s work.

The group is now designing its first-
year work plan which includes esta-
l)]lshmg an inventory and mapping pro-
cess for the area, and conducting a
search for an executive director.

Meanwhile, VNRC and sixteen oth-
er conservation groups agreed to form
a Northern Forest Land Alliance to en-
sure that the conservation community
is working together. The groups decid-
ed to establish a Washington lobbying

presence within a year and set up For-
est Legacy projects in each of the four
states. Forest Legacy is a new federal
program to buy conservation ease-
ments on threatened forest land.

“In order to protect New England
and New York's northemn forests, we
can’t just talk about preservation; we
need to work on a multi-faceted strate-
gy which includes economic sustaina-
bility, forest health, and ecosystem pro-
tection,” notes VNRC Resource
Conservation Director Jim Shallow.
“The new Alliance will help environ-
mentalists work together on this broad-
based approach.” SC/JS

GooD GROWING

VNRC Lobbies for Stronger Farm Bill

4

Last summer VNRC and other envi-
ronmentalists took a close look at
the reauthorization of the 1990 Farm
Bill. VNRC staff met with national en-
vironmental groups and with staff from
Vermont Senator Patrick Leahy's office.
As a result of strong advocacy from na-
tional and state environmental groups,
and firm leadership by Leahy — who
chairs the Senate Agriculture Commit-
tee — the Farm Bill was transformed.

The Conservation Reserve Program
has been greatly expanded to include
conservation easements for wetlands,
forests, and other sensitive areas, and to
upgrade erosion control practices. A
new Forest Legacy Program prm‘ult's
forest protection (see above article).

The Swampbuster provision in the
1985 Farm Bill denied federal subsidies
to farms that drained wetlands. In the
1990 Farm Bill this was clarified, allow-
ing certain mini!nal-im]mct COonversions,

but strengthening prohibitions on
drainage of sensitive wetland areas.

The bill also ensures that alternative
farming methods will have a place in
outreach and extension activities. Past
programs that have provided assistance
on basic conservation practices (like
crop rotation) will now also make farm-
ers more aware of techniques that min-
imize the use of chemicals and fertiliz-
ers — a critical step in ;1\'niding surface
and ground water pollution.

The biggest disappointment of the
1990 amendments was the removal, in
the closing days of debate, of a provi-
sion that would close the “Circle of
Poison,” making it illegal to export pes-
ticides that are banned in the United
States. American farmers will , howev-
er, now be required to keep records of
pesticide use, which will be valuable in
tracking the long-term effects of vari-
ous pesticides. SCC
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Consulting
Foresters

@ Photography

Black & White Vermont
Custom Photo
Printing and
Processing

26 State St.
Montpelier
VT 05602

wfd  229-4924
S Andrew Kline

Association of

The Consulting
Foresters Association
of Vermont (CFAV) is
dedicated to
promoting and
strengthening the
long-term
conservation and
management of
Vermont's natural
resources.

For more information and a free directory of
consulting foresters in your area, please
write to: P.O.

Box 1563, Thetford Ctr. VT 05075

O - BREAD
BAKERY

9,000 OUT-OF-PRINT BOOKS

Lilas Hedge
Bookshop

Main St., across from Norwich
Inn, 1| mile from Hanover, N.H.
Open all year Thurs, thru Sun. 10.3
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We Guarantee Your Best Garden Ever!

G ardener’s Supply is America’s number one
source for innovative gardening products.
We are a company of gardeners, and our infor-
mation-packed catalog is filled with hundreds
of solutions to your gardening challenges.
You'll find seedstarting systems that guar-
antee healthy transplants, season extenders that
can add months to your growing season, and
ingenious tools to help you garden more easily.
We also carry a complete line of organic fertiliz-
ers and pest controls for healthier soil and safer
food for you and your family. With our energy-
efficient greenhouses, you can even start
your own small business growing
seedlings, herbs, or cut flowers.

Call today, and let us
help you get started on your
best garden ever!

GARD

4 ENER'S
ln. 'SUPPLY
all todiy for your FREE catalog

Dept. PVIN3, 128 Intervale Road, Burlington, Vermont 05401 » (§02) 563-1700
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GROWTH IN

GROWTH CENTERS
New Legislation Could
Define the Limits

& .
! I Yo encourage growth in growth

centers” was one of the eight rec-
ommendations made by the Governor’s
Commission on Vermont's Future
in 1988.

This led, through Act 200, to the
first goal of Vermont's revised planning
enabling law in Chapter 117: “To plan
development so as to maintain the his-
toric settlement pattern of compact vil-
lage and urban centers separated by
rural countryside.”

The concept of growth centers is
popular with all sides: with develop-
ers, who know that in these areas
growth will be given a bright green
light; and with conservationists, be-
cause other locations would then be
targeted in the planning process to re-
ITam ()I}(“n

VNRC has organized a group in-
cluding Representative Chuck Ross
(D-Hinesburg) and Senator George
Little (D-Chittenden). the Vermont
Planners Association, and other inter-
ested proponents, to draft a bill to
create incentives for development
within growth centers.

Some groups have advocated Act
250 changes to permit trade-offs of
natural resources for public economic
interests, However, VNRC argues that
the language evaluating natural re-
sources in relation to social, economic
and cultural values is already included
in Act 250.

VNRC emphasizes that towns must
plan to mitigate any loss of a natural
resource — such as prime agricultural
land — that occurs through the crea-
tion of a growth center. Some towns,
such as Williston, now include such
provisions in their plans.

In the bill as drafted, a municipality
would proceed through a growth cen-
ter p](mmng process and then apply for
an “umbrella” Act 250 permit for the
growth center; individual development
applications that follow would then
have a simplified review.

VERMONT PERSPECTIVE

In the bill, towns which effectively
plan growth centers would benefit by
receiving priority for state funding —
for example, for sewer or water pro-
jects. State policy would also be shift-

—
== =2
=N

ed to emphasize that state agency staff
(such as wildlife biologists) should fo-
cus on the local level — the town plan-
ning process — first, rather than the
later Act 250 process. SC/PE

How MucH WATER DOES A FisH NEED?
“Minimum Streamflows Procedure” Debated

he water of Vermont’s rivers and

streams is in great demand these
days. Public water supply, industrial
uses, snowmaking, and hydropower all
divert water from its natural course.

At the same time, people boat and
swim in the water; many of our munici-
pal and industrial treatment plants dis-
charge into our rivers; and fish and
wildlife depend on water flow for cov-
er, habitat maintenance, and simply for
living space.

As a result, the Vermont Agency of
Natural Resources (ANR) is often
called upon to recommend minimum
flow regimes as requirements for with-
drawals. The ANR has now proposed
the official adoption of a “Minimum
Streamflow Procedure” to establish
consistent review of permit requests.

A committee drawn together by the
ANR has been offering its advice.
Composed of representatives from
VNRC and other environmental
groups. hydropower utilities, ski areas,
and municipalities, the committee has
carried out a frank dialogue.

The Agency and the commercial us-
ers would both like to see firmly esta-
blished minimum flow formulas, al-
though the Agency argues for higher
flows. Resource advocates point out

lhﬂt ally til]'l('_' ‘\:'( n gt‘,‘dr a r(—fgll[at()r}-' S}’S-
tem to protect the “average stream,”
there are going to be lots of streams
that are underprotected.

The Minimum Streamflow Proce-
dure — the subject of a public rule-
making process through the winter
months — uses a combination of aver-
age flow figures generated by the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service, and the In-
stream Flow Incremental Methodology
(IFIM). The IFIM was developed in
Colorado as a people-based negotiation
and decision-making process. As used
in Nt.“-' Ell}_’ldll(l h\' some stream \\1”]'
drawal engineering firms, however,
IFIM is a quick computer program
that spews out numbers on one or two
fish species’ habitat needs.

According to Ken Kimball, Research
Director for the Appalachian Mountain
Club, “A “black box’ formula like IFIM
is only as good as the assumptions you
start out with. IFIM was never intend-
ed to be used as it is commonly used in
the Northeast.”

Since the IFIM, and the minimum
flow po]lcv are expected to play a cen-
tral role in withdrawal and hydroelec-
tric relicensing proposals over the next
several years, VNRC will be paying
very close attention. SCC
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Sustainable
development is
variously seen
as the new
economics,

as the climax
(or last gasp) of
capitalism, as a
great hoax....

SUSTAINABILITY

The New Economics of Conservation

Eric Palola

By some accounts the railroads arrived in Ver-
mont, laden with Appalachian coal, not a min-
ute too soon. By the 1870s Vermont was running
out of wood — the potash kilns and lumber mills
giving way to a new legacy of sheep, cows, and open
fields. By 1910, however, these

ory of sustainability has generated fertile political
and scholarly debate. Sustainability is often more
easily defined in terms of unsustainable actions —
things like pollution, clear-cutting the rainforest, or
energy waste. Across the international spectrum,

sustainable development is vari-

yielded in turn to an urban mi-
gration to the mills and sweat-
shops of new industry. Each
stage saw changes in the environ-
ment and the composition of
Vermont towns. By today's
judgement we might say this
transformation was too bzg too
fast, too risky — in short, “unsus-
tainable.”

But what would we do differ-
ently? Today, similar economic
shifts are afoot — caused this
time by a looming hangover from
a half-ce ntury of unprecedented
energy and resource use. Human
activities are now seen as a key
variable in the maintenance of

5%

ously seen as the new economics,
as the climax (or last gasp) of cap-
7 italism, as a great hoax, or as a
new buzzword for the waiting
mandates of ecology. Some have
hailed it as a political bridge in
the time-worn “environment ver-
sus economy” contest, while oth-
ers agree with Donald Mann,
President of Negative Population
Growth, who calls sustainable de-
velopment “a thundering oxy-
moron.” Perhaps most danger-
ously, it is seen by some as a sign
that with only a few changes, we
can “have it all” and continue
along the same economic track.

basic ecology. This realization is
drivinga call for policies that are sustainable.

“Sustainable development”? Sounds good, but
where do we start? In Lroad terms, we're searching
for an economic model that includes ecological and
ethical princi{:)!es, in order to avoid the environmen-
tal and social costs of many modern development
strategies. The modern lexicon of sustainability be-
gan most recently with the Our Common Future re-
port of the of the U.N. World Commission on the
Environment and Development in 1987.

The report’s central criterion for sustainable de-
w!opment is providing “inter-generational equity”:
that is, we should leave future generations at least as
well off, and with at least as many development
choices, as current consumers. By harvesting re-
source productivity (the “interest”) rather than re-
source stocks (the “principle”), we satisfy long-run
economic needs and provide for the sustainable use
of air, land and water. So far, so good.

But, when does the future begin? Which group

sacrifices what things today in order to make fair
provision for tomorrow? And how will we know
when we get it right? Designing actions to fit a the-

Several issues arise persistent-
ly in shaping sustainablp develop-
ment policy. One is whether capitalist economies,
with their acquisitive bias toward the “here and
now,” will begin to incorporate social and environ-
mental costs without more expanswe and costly gov-
ernment reguldhun Another issue concerns the
acute concentration of wealth and dJsproportnonate—
ly high consumption of world resources (80%) that
deve%ol}ed countries with only one-fifth of the world
E(}pulah’on enjoy. Reconciling them‘y with sustaina-

le consumption paths may challenge “the American
Way” — a debate fraught with ideological land
mines. As Ken Piddington, former em'ironmental
head at the World Bank has emphasized, a “prime

determinant of sustainability will be the nature of

consumption,” not just the quantities consumed.
Other difficult questions lurk. How do we best
assign values to the future, given present social ine-
quities? How fast are we running out of key re-
sources? And, as scientist William Clark has asked,
“What kind of planet can we get?” given uncertain
human-induced biospheric changes now in motion.
Policies of the U.N., international lending groups,
and many resource economists promote a new tool-
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box of government interventions and market incen-
tives to achieve sustainability. Debt-for-nature-
swaps, energy efficiency tax credits, emissions trad-
ing, green taxes, careful allocation of prﬂpert)
rights, pricing of environmental * ‘externalities,” and
technology transfers are all potential tools.

Given the historical problems of short-run mar-
kets, some argue that sustainability lies in entirely
different approaches. Post-Marxist critiques on
western economies have emerged over the last two
decades under new headings like “evolutionary eco-
nomics” (Boulding), “steady-state economics”
(Daly), “community economics” (Etzione), “home
economics” (Berry), or the “economics of futurity.”
They argue for enforceable population controls, new
standards for national income accounting that in-
clude resource depletion, the in-

The rate at which technology can alleviate resource
constraints, like world-wide depletion of topsoil, is
slowing, while, disturbing patterns like global warm-
ing and loss of species diversity are accelerating.

So who's right? Well, it apEears to depend on
what we want and what we think our obligations are
— to each other, to other living things, and to the
folks that come after us. Most of us worry more
about next week’s grocery money than whether we
can fish in mountain streams fifty years hence. But
most of us also care about the future, if only because
we suspect that the rising bill on our environmental
credit card will soon come due.

Planetary management is anathema — who
would we trust? — but to “think globally and act lo-
cally” suggests an ethic of community self-reliance, a

global sense of interconnected-

tegration of community values in
market decisions, and consump-
tion quotas on key resources.
This group asserts a more bas-
ic ideological challenge — one
that would pull economics back
to its humanitarian and ecological
roots, reminding us that ecology
is Jll!lt 1()1’][_, run LLUII()]’]“(_‘Q, thdt
incrementalism is too late. To-

“We are t,

“How do we ... make a
local culture that will

preserve our part of the
world while we use it?

not just about a kind of

ness and compassion. A sustain-
able future will mean discover-
ing, using Aldo Leopold's words,
“what the right tendencies are”
in a local, decentralized way, but
with an eye to long-term global
patterns. It will require better
accounting systems on non-
renewable resources, and atten-
tion to more qualitative measure-
ments like energy use per capita,

oy

day’s markets, they argue, hope- PP
lessly undervalue and conceal the ection but ... € instead of blanket support of
system-wide social and biological is uﬂmkto conventions like the Gross Na-
effects of current consumption. the unafecﬂonm,_,, tional Product.

Historically, economic growth 3 Is Vermont on a sustainable
has tended to favor certain in- Wendell Berry, path? The good signs include a
come and ethnic groups over oth- and poet relatively diverse economic base,

ers. Redistribution hv govern-
ment, combined with an
expanded ethic of sharing and austerity, has been an
attempt to even out the worst disparities of unbri-
dled growth. In the U.S., however, the roaring ‘80s
saw an unprecedented concentration of wealth,
along with historic, unsustainable levels of homeless-
ness, decline in wages, export of capital, increase in
crime, and environmental problems — all challeng-
ing the “growth-is-good” paradigm.

A wild card affecting growth and sustainability is
the role of substitution and technological innovation.
This was recently highlighted in a famous wager be-
tween ecologist Paul Ehrlich and economist Julian
Simon over the ten-year price path of several key
minerals. Historically, as the F t-winning Simon
would argue, technology has continually offered
more cost-efficient, less resource consu mptive mate-
rials and energy. Besides the falling prices of miner-

als, Simon could point to the smaller size and cost of

computers, or the increasing competitiveness of so-
lar photovoltaics as examples.

But Ehrlich and others argue that the ability to
substitute human-made capital — money and ser-
vices — for natural resource capital is dwindling.

environmental laws that encour-
age sustainable consumption,
and attention to programs that have multiple long-
term benefits like the Current Use tax program or
the Housing and Conservation Trust Funﬁ And
we’re actively discussing what sustainability means,

from the 1989 Governor's Commission on Econom-
ic Future report Pathways to Prosperity, to confer-
ences like one held last year between New England
governors and Eastern Canadian premiers.

The bad signs are familiar: the likelihood of an-
other round of dairy farm losses, continuing land-
consumptive suburban s (])mwl and a high degree of
dependence on imported energy and food.

The work of many Vermonters, as indicated in
the following articles, shows that sustainable solu-
tions are within reach and indeed, waiting to be
tapped. Despite the seemingly impregnable eco-
nomic forces surrounding Vermont, common sense
and ecological truths show that sustainable policies
must eventually prevail. o

Eric Palola is a policy analyst with C.T. Donovan
Associates in Burlington. He was VNRC Associate
Director and lobbyist from 1984-1988.
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So who’s right?

It appears to
depend on what
we think our
obligations are —
to each other,

to other living
things, and to

the folks that come
after us.
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hat is your vision of a

Vermont economy that can
sustain our ecology?” We asked
Vermonters in many different fields to
answer this question — and received a
variety of intriguing answers.

AN

A NEW VERMONT ECONOMY
Will Raap

In the ideal world, we would be aggressively seek-
ing an economic model that could sustain our
ecology at least. But, we'd want it to do more, too.

The economy should also renew and honor our ecol-
ogy. We'd want an economy that was a reflection of
an increasingly healthy ecology.

Okay, I know we don’t live in an ideal world, but
many of us are in Vermont because it's as close as we
can come. Why not push for even more? Why not
invent a new economic system that conforms to our
values, rather than those of turn-of-the-century Eng-
lish economist Lord Keynes — whose theories guide
our economy — who said, “In the long term we're
all dead™?

A recent University of Vermont poll reported
72% of Vermonters would pay more taxes to pre-
serve our environment; 62% would do the same to
save our farms. Vermonters understand what's valu-
able about Vermont. Why not redefine our econom-
ic guideposts to value what we already value?

In the area of economic growth, let’s officially

recognize that Lord Keynes was short-sighted and
that there is a future our grandchildren will inherit.
Let’s establish that a preserved and improved envi-
ronment and a well-educated working force are
highest priority investments in that future.

Let’s define the type of economic activity most
suitable for our state and its people, and develop
long-term policies to attract it. Let’s assess a “future
generations investment tax” to pay the start-up costs
of this policy — these investments should create a
positive revenue stream quickly (in quality of life
and in financial terms). And, let’s honestly look at
the cost of development in natural capital. If farm

land is lost or water polluted or air fouled, let's
quantify the cost and assess the project.

In the area of agriculture, we really are messed
up. Should Vermonters accept the loss of one-third
of our remaining dairies because there’s excess milk
nationally and prices need to fall $2.00/100 weight?
Should we at the same time accept the loss of up to
one-half of Vermont's organic vegetable growers be-
cause federal transportation, energy and irrigation
policies give California growers an insurmountable
competitive advantage? Let’s fight this insanity!

Farming works best serving local or regional mar-
kets. Let’s protect our tradition of family farms just
as Eumpf' and Japan do. Let's initiate a New Eng-
land agricultural economic alliance to support the
best stewards of our land — family farmers. Let’s
tax food that’s grown with ecologically damaging
practices. Let’s vitalize our Department of Agricul-
ture to create Vermont farms, New Englun(i‘ mar-
kets and the next generation of farmers to provide
more of our food using sustainable practices. Ver-
monters want this and are willing to help pay for it.

How do we create a Vermont economy that can
sustain our ecology? We start by creating a new
“Eco”-nomics!

Will Raap is President of Gardener’s Supply Co.
of Burlington and several smaller companies.

BANKING ON OUR STRENGTHS
Marcy Harding

hen I was a voung girl in the 1950s I recall

my parents referring to the hard times many
Chittenden County families were having as the
woolen mills in Winooski closed down. In those
\’("d“ it was common ﬁ.“' vmmz_, peuple to lt‘«l\'e ‘(ET—
mont to seek employment. Since that time Vermont
has experienced three decades of virtually uninter-
nll)h‘:} economic gruwth. ‘l'nlmgsters have no l(mg—
er been forced to leave the state to find jobs and
many have chosen to move to our state because of
our strong economy and our quality of life.

In 1990, hnwewr it became apparent to most
Vermonters that the lmmn years of the "70s and "80s
had come to a halt. Although this creates hardships
for many, perhaps it will give us time to analyze the
type of growth we want in Vermont.

Those of us in the banking industry, especially
commercial lenders, are acutely aware of how diffi-
cult a downturn in the economy can be. We have
some basic rules in lending to businesses which can
be applied to economic development efforts as well.
We encourage our customers to concentrate on
what they do best, reach a broad base of customers
with their product or service, and avoid becoming
too dependent on one or two suppliers.

In recent vears, the mzmufacturing and agricull'u-
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“I know we don’t
live in an ideal
world, but many
of us are in
Vermont because
it’s as close as we
can come.

Why not push

for more?”

Will Raap, President,

Gardener’s Supply
Company




“We must shift
the balance back
to manufacturing
and agriculture
and away from
real estate
development.”

Marey Harding,
Bank Vice President

ral segments of our economy have declined while
the construction and service industries have grown.
This trend needs to be reversed. Construction and
service industries should support, but not fuel, our
economy. In recent years, our economy has been
driven by the construction industry and at the same
time we have lost much of what we value to condo-
minium developments and shopping outlets. The
increasing number of citizen groups opposing devel-

opments supports the notion that Vermonters are
unwilling to give up what makes this state so special
so that penple from outside our communities can
play, shop and vacation in our backyards.

Clearly Vermont's strengths include her environ-
ment and natural beauty. These qualities should be
used to attract businesses that euLance our quality
of life. We must shift the balance back to manufac-
turing and agriculture and away from real estate de-
velopment, especially that which is unaffordable to
most Vermonters and creates low-paying jobs.

The first step is for Vermonters to understand
that a shift in the balance of industrial segments is
needed. After that, economic incentives, and per-
haps disincentives, offered at the state and local lev-
el could facilitate such a shift. There are many use-
ful recommendations in A Strategic Outlook By the
Governor’s Commission On The Economic Future of
Vermont — Pathways to Prosperity, published in
November, 1989. In addition, Act 200, as it is im-

lemented, will quite likely help citizens at the local
]::\'e] focus on their economic future. Whatever it
takes, 1 hope we can take action before it is too late.

Marcy Harding is a Senior Vice President and
Commercial Loan Officer for the Howard Bank.
Her views are from a personal perspective and may
not reflect the views of Howard Bank management.

SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORTATION
Tony Redington

P olicymakers in 1991 fashioning a national
transportation program use 2020 as the horizon
year for investments. For Vermont, 2020 signifies

the date of a possible 15th Agency of Transportation
Act 200 Plan. Let's pretend it is 2020 and peek at
the possible highlights of a report on Vermont sus-
tainable transportation future:

“Vermont exceeded goals for the 2010 decade for
vehicle miles of travel and gasoline consumption.
Vermont reached a new low of 2.6 billion vehicle
miles compared to the record 5.7 billion set in 1959.
With the motor vehicle fleet averaging 50 mpg, mo-
tor fuel use reached less than a quarter of the record
1989 use. Travel by Vermonters reached a new
high, however, spurred by more passenger miles by
rail, trolley, bus, and bicycle.

“Vermont continued its leadership in the Presi-
dent’s Global Warming Awards for lowest per capita
global warming emissions.

“Vermont and New Hampshire celebrated the
10th anniversary of extension of the Franconia
Notch Parkway (I-93) from Littleton to St. Johnsbu-
ry, accomplished by closing down one north-and
south-bound lane on the low-volume interstate. The
parkway continues a remarkable safety record, and
saves the states $400,000/year in maintenance.

“Montpelier and Rutland completed major down-
town renewal programs bringing residential, shop-
ping, and office space into car-free complexes de-
signed to accommodate the needs of the escalating
elderly population. Shelburne Road received a na-
tional award for multi-town ‘strip development re-
newal.” The trolley line down the center of the for-
mer six-lane highway keyed the renewal design.

“The three-decade population trend back to city
and towns centers continues, due in part to the first-
class rail, bus, and bicycle/pedestrian facilities devel-
oped at the turn of the century. Killington, now the
nation’s largest ski resort complex, acknowledges its

number one status can be credited to the daily rail
services via Rutland to both New York and Mon-
treal. Burlington region leaders hailed the comple-
tion of the Chittenden Crescent Transportation Sys-
tem from Colchester to Charlotte, combining non-
motorized and snowmobile/motorcycle trails with
the long-time trolley service.

“The rail service connection from Newport to
Burlington is set for a mid-2020 start, representing
the fourth east-west corridor to obtain daily service
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in addition to Bellows Falls-Rutland, White River
Junction-Burlington, and St. ]nhmbuw Swanton.”

From our 1991 view, what moves Vermont to the
2020 sustainable transportation system? Two 1991
reports — the first Agency of Transportation Act
200 Interim Plan 1991-1992 and the Vermont De-
partment of Public Service Comprehensive Energy
Plan 1990-2000 — chart choices suggested h)' citi-
zens that easily lead to the sustainable system de-
scribed here. Some recommendations go before the
1991 Vermont Legislature.

Economic and political developments have con-
tributed to the current condition of transportation.
Transportation-sector use of petroleum ballooned
25% during the 1972-1990 period, for example,
while use by other sectors (residential, industrial and

utility) declined by about 25%. Mostly because of

transportation policy, the U.S. uses petroleum at
twice the per capita rate of Western Europe. But
international affairs, as well as problems such as glo-
bal warming, may dictate changes. The decisions on
how to achieve the policy goals remain properly in
the political arena. However, the overall direction
of transportation policy — towards energy conserva-
tion and sustainability — appears irresistible.

Tony Redington is a Policy Analyst for the Ver-
mont Agency of Transportation.

DEVELOPING ALTERNATIVES
Seth Bongartz

ntil relatively recently, the truism about Ver-
mont’s economy was that it was a three-legged
stool: agriculture, manufacturing and tourism.

By 1990 however, (and probably much earlier),
this model was a thlng of tLe past. Our farms are
disappearing, and manufacturing is on the decline.
Tourism continues strong. But perhaps the most
dramatic shift in Vermont's economy has been our
increasing dependence on the construction trades
industry. In fact, construction may have become the
fourth — and dominant — leg of our economy.

From 1984 to 1988, a period of strong economic
growth in Vermont, the dollar value of Act 250 per-
mit applications rose from $233 million to $ 340 mil-

lion. The first three months of 1989 vs. the first
three months of 1988 saw the number of Act 250
applications rise by 50%, and their dollar value dou-
ble. The first eleven months of 1989 saw the con-
tracting of $611 million of construction in Vermont.
Clearly, the 1980s saw more and more Vermonters

become dependent on the construction trades in-
dustry as their means of livelihood.

By its nature, construction requires the constant
devouring of Vermont’s natural resources. Each
mountainside condominium requires a building lot;
each shopping mall increases t lﬂw pressure for wi-
dening existing roads or hm]dmg a bypass. That
means converting forests or agricultural meadows.

It is less than clear, even from a purely economic
point of view, that this is the right course to take. At
best, such a heavy dependence on construction
makes us subject to the fluctuations in the national
and regional economy. And ironically, this depen-
dence on the construction trades industry most of-
ten represents the antithesis of opportunity. For in-
stance, between 1985 and 1988 (in the midst of a
construction boom) the housing “affordability gap”
— the difference between the price of the average
home and the price that the average person can af-
ford to pay — rose in Vermont from an already-
deadly $23,000 to $31,000.

A major portion of Vermont’s economic structure
is fundamentally at odds with our goals as Vermont-
ers. No amount of ‘planning” and no amount of
regulation can, in the long run, compensate for the
negative environmental and human consequences
that accompany this structure. The only answer is
for Vermont to de\-‘eiop 4 new economy: an econo-
my that is in harmony with the environment and our
values as Vermonters

Vermont is poised for an agricultural renaissance.
Organically grown foods with the Vermont label are
a natural for a health-oriented public; furthermore,
there is actually a milk production shortage in the
Northeast. We should consider a retirement fund
for farmers; a state-built processing and/or canning
facility for Vermonters™ vegetable and meat specialty
prodmts and an effort far bevond the $350,000 the
state presently allocates to agricultural promotion.
The position of Commissioner of Agriculture should
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Vision for 2020:
“Shelburne Road
receives a national
award for ‘strip
development
renewal.” The
trolley line down
the former six-lane
highway keyed
the renewal
design....”

Tony Redington,

Transportation
Policy Analyst




“A working

rural landscape...
needs to draw on
the strengths of
both the farm
and non-farm
communities.”

Will Stevens,
Farmer

be elevated to Secretary, and become one of the
Governor’s closest advisors.

Hundreds of small, community-based businesses
already contribute to Vermont’s economy without
threatening our environment. Earth’s Best organic
baby food, Hemmmings Motor News national antique
car magazine, Catamount Brewery, and ].K. Adams
woodworking are just a few examples of Vermont
businesses that now employ hundreds; Ben and Jer-

&/

ry’s, Cabot Creamery and After the Fall all have na-
tional distribution and real ties to the community.

A third component may come through our in-
creasing telecommunications network. The need to
drive to the metropolitan center to work, and then
back to the country to live, may be greatly reduced
as people can communicate via computer nation-
wide in an instant.

Vermont need not destroy that which we cherish
most to create opportunity for our citizens. Deci-
sions about where we want to go and creative think-
ing about how to get there can provide Vermonters
with a unique opportunity to develop a very strong
economic base that enhances all those qualities that
make Vermont, Vermont.

Seth Bongartz is an attorney in Manchester. He
was VNRC Southern Vermont Director from 1988-
90 and is a former state senator.

FARMING THAT WORKS
Will Stevens

In order to maintain the working rural landscape,
we will need a program which draws on the
strengths of both the farm and non-farm communi-
ties. Such a program would include:

Promotion: Commodity groups should use a me-
dia campaign to show that with every purchase of a
Vermont-raised product, consumers are allying
themselves with the working landscape. Such an ef-
fort would encourage “average” Vermonters to de-
mand Vermont foods in local restaurants, stores or
farmstands. The effect would be to stem the flow of
food into, and dollars out of, the state.
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Education: Elementary schools should seek the
participation of local representatives of agricultural
and other businesses in an interdisciplinary curricu-
lum. Such an approach would heighten a child’s
sense of community awareness, and use agriculture
as a model to develop concepts such as cause-and-
effect and problem solving.

Financial return: To keep farmers farming, we
must make it profitable for them. Programs such as
conservation easements, purchase of development
rights, tax abatements, etc., are short-term responses
to poor policies. A more appropriate tax policy, for
example, would reflect the true costs of services by
shifting the artificially inflated value of potential
farmland development on to residences and indus-
try. Government and lending institutions should
provide funding/financing for in-state processing fa-
cilities which handle “raw” Vermont commodities.
This would reduce transportation costs, provide em-
ployment and tax base for the community, and result
in a greater net income for the primary producer.

Access to land and facilities: “To keep farm fami-
lies in farming” is a pervasive yet inappropriate,
caste-oriented attitude which overlooks the current
reality. Many farm parents are presently encourag-
ing their children to do anything but farm, due to a
bleak economic picture. While efforts are being
made to pair up new farmers with those ready to re-
tire, methods should also be explored to shift the
major burden of risk from the retiring property own-
er to the broader community. Society, as the ulti-
mate beneficiary, would assume more of the finan-
cial risk, and simultaneously reduce the likelihood of
default by making it mutually profitable for both
parties to enter into a working relationship.

As non-farmers come to appreciate what their
farming neighbors are up to (or against), and realize
that a life of quality and opportunity are shared
goals, both sectors will work together toward a sus-
tainable, socially resilient Vermont.

Will Stevens is president of Vermont Organic
Farmers which certifies Vermont organic farms. He
and his wife own and operate Golden Russet Farm
in Shoreham.

ENERGY: WAVES OF THE FUTURE
Steve Webster

o achieve a sustainable energy system we must
match our consumption of energy to the ener-
gy income from the sun (including wind, hydro, bio-
mass), and cease consumption of energy capital (oil,
coal, natural gas, uranium). Vermont is in a fairly
good position to attain this goal. Here’s a glimpse of
what things could be like in 10-30 years:
New buildings are super-insulated, with tightly
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sealed 12" walls and automated systems that provide
optimal ventilation at all times. Windows with R-
values equivalent to an insulated 2x4 wall employ
such innovations as a thin film that changes from
transparent to opaque when a small electric current
is applied. Buildings are oriented to maximize pas-
sive solar heating. Space heating demands are mini-
mal — a typical home would use less than fifty gal-
lons of oil a year — and are provided by exceedingly
efficient, clean-burning wood chip or wood pellet
systems, with thermostatically controlled, automatic
feeding mechanisms.

Solar and wood-fired systems heat water. All
electricity is provided by renewable energy: hydro-
power; wind; wood; and solar electric (photovoltaic)
[).mcls on all south-facing roofs. Super-efficient
ights, industrial motors, refrigerators, and other ap-
pliances, coupled with widespread use of natural
day-lighting and ventilation/shading have reduced
total electricity demand well below 1990 levels.

Mass transit, highly efficient vehicles, changes in
devvfupment Imttem\ to minimize commuting, “tel-
ecommuting” (where people work at home, using
computers linked by phone lines to their offices),

etc. have drastically reduced transportation energy
use. Most vehicles run on compressed natural gas,
which is being used as a transition fuel while engi-
neers develop electric cars that use fuel cells pow-
ered by hydrogen produced by the electrolysis of
water using photovoltaic- pmdu(‘ed electricity.

Consumers have mastered the rcdut.e/rcusef
recycle and energy conservation ethics, making mi-
nor changes in their behavior that yield significant
Lucr?* savings. Many are growing much of their
own food, using Iow-energ) organic methods. Oth-
ers are buying locally yroduced products.

The acfvantdges of such a scenario are many: re-
duced emissions that contribute to global warming
and acid rain, fewer oil spills, no production of radi-
oactive wastes, retention of energy dollars in Ver-
mont, greater stability of energy supply and costs,
and more. This a scenario that could be sustained
almost indefinitely; and the technologies needed are
either close to commercialization or here today.

Steve Webster is an energy specialist and General
Manager of SolarWorks of Montpelier.

A LIVING WAGE
Cheryl Rivers

P oliticians are fond of saying that protection of
our environment and economic growth are not
mutually exclusive. Yet currently there is no com-
prehensive plan in the state’s economic develop-
ment policy to produce a vibrant economy which
would provide all Vermonters with quality jobs
which pay living wages.

As I have travelled around our state, I have met
too many Vermonters who work very hard at jobs
that don’t pay them enough to provide them with
decent housing or allow them access to health insu-
rance. Many of them are limited to part-time work
so that their employers can avoid paying benefits.
Statistics reveal that the fastest growing sector of
Vermont's economy is the service sector, which has
not historically paid wages that are as high as the
manufacturing sector. There are those who argue
that we should measure progress in terms of num-
bers of new jobs createcr But if thousands more
Vermonters hecome employed in businesses that do
not pay a living wage, are we really making
“progress”?

The State of Vermont should put the construc-
tion industry back to work weatherizing existing
public buildings and homes and building affordable
housing. The State could also do much more to en-
courage diversified agriculture. We should expand
on the Market Vermont concept. Vermonters could
and would produce more products and meat, if the
state provided them with assistance in marketing.

Finally, there are many talented Vermonters
who, with some technical assistance and a small
amount of financing, could become successful busi-
ness people. Vermont could become a center for
processing recyclables and developing recycling
technologies. The Job Start Program, which pro-
vides very small loans to very low-income Vermont-
ers, has proven this to be true. This is now a small
program, but the concept needs to be replicated as a
mainstream economic policy for Vermont's future.

Cheryl Rivers is a senator from Windsor County
and a former advocate on low-income issues. »
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“If thousands
more Vermonters
become employed
in businesses that
do not pay a
living wage, are
we really making
‘progress’””

Cheryl Rivers,
State Senator




“We need to
change the
current
perception that
environmental
protection,
stewardship and
sustainability are

bad for business.”

Ned Farquhar,
VNRC
Executive Director

WORCESTER MOUNTAINS

PROJECT

A Model In Sustainability

Jim Shallow

“? e abuse land because we regard it as a
commodity belonging to us. When we see

land as a community to which we belong, we may
begin to use it with love and respect.”

— Aldo Leopold

The Worcester Range is the backbone of an area
of relatively unfragmented open space in central
Vermont. Within a twenty minute drive from Mont-
pelier, these mountains are a favorite Elace for area
residents. For many years forestry and farming ste-
warded the land, but the last twenty-five years have
seen increased development pressure in the area.

“This area is the last ‘undeveloped frontier’ with-
in reach of Stowe,” says John Buck, Vermont State
Wildlife Biologist. “Although very little in the way
of necessary wildlife habitat exists in the tract, it is
valuable wildlife habitat from the perspective of its
contribution to the large undeveloped forested land-
scape,” notes Buck.

In an effort to conserve the area’s working rural
landscape in a sustainable fashion, VNRC has orga-
nized a steering committee of local citizens. The
committee is made up of volunteers from many area
interests, including a forester who works for a local
mill, an owner of cider pressing operation, several
interested landowners, and a representative of the
Central Vermont Audubon Society.

“We have a good group here,” observes Rick Par-
adis, a Middlesex resident and committee member.

“Even though we all have different interests, every-
one recognizes that this is a special area that is un-
der a lot of pressure from e\'elopment and that
something needs to be done to protect it.”

Meeting since November to develop sustainable
protection strategies, the group lists its goals as
threefold: to protect forest resources including the
timber values, wildlife habitat, scenic values and rec-
reational opportunities; to enhance the local timber
economy and forest projects through incentives, de-
velopment loans and other projects; and to strength-
en communities by promoting sustainable natural
resource-based economies including recreation,
working land, and economic opportunity.

This is a tall order, even for a relatively manage-
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able 113,000 acres in the Worcester range area. The
committee decided, as its first project, to contact the
many private landowners in the area to determine
how they manage their land and what their long-
term intentions are.

The committee also applied for a grant, through
the Stewardship Program, to eslab!isﬁra Worcester
Mountain Stewardship District. The federally fund-
ed Stewardship Program encourages landowners to
manage their fands for recreational, scenic, timber,
and wildlife values. The project will identify land-
owners in critical areas and offer them the services
of the county forester to help them establish their
nl)jc(:tives for the land. The Stewardship District
will be also promoted to build the sense of commu-
nity based on the natural resources in the area.

“The steering committee hopes that the Steward-
ship District will develop into a landowner associa-
tion,” explains committee member Jonathan Wood,
a forester for a lumber mill in the area. “Owners of
smaller forest parcels could join together into a co-
op, offering them the benefits that larger landown-
ers enjoy,” says Wood.

Information gained from the landowner contacts
may also help in designing programs to foster sus-
tainable natural resource-based businesses. The
steering committee is researching the amount of ec-
onomic activity now generated by local sawmills and
secondary manufacturers such as furniture makers.
This btud\ will lead to identifying existing and po-
tential programs which could stabilize and enhance
the natural resource-based sector of the economy.

“We need to change the current perception that
environmental protection, stewardship and sustaina-
bility are bad for business,” notes VNRC Executive
Director Ned Farquhar. VNRC's Worcester Moun-
tain project, aimed at protecting valuable open
space through the combined use of landowner in-
centives and promotion of natural resource-based
businesses, can be a model for other regions inter-
ested in sustainable economies which don’t degrade
OUr resources. e

Jim Shallow is the Director of VNRC’s Resource
Conservation Program.
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the material
suppression of
literature - the
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“If ... you're

not prepared

to challenge
corporate

control over
America, then
you’re not an
environmentalist.”
Bernard Sanders,

Vermont
Representative

SANDERS ON THE ENVIRONMENT

An Interview

The 1990 race for Vermont's lone congressional
seat was fascinating but unusually divisive for
Vermont's conservation community. Some environ-
mentalists pointed to incumbent Republican Peter
Smith’s 100% voting grade from the national League
of Conservation Voters; others agreed with Indepen-
dent socialist Bernard Sanders that Congress needed
“shaking up,” its environmental agenda included.
(Democrat Dolores Sandoval came in a distant third
in the election.) With the smoke of the election
cleared, VNRC Editor Susan Clark interviewed
Sanders at his Burlington office in late December.

VNRC: A textbook socialist might argue
that we need redistribution of wealth, and that
natural resources are just another “piece of
the pie” that needs to go to the underprivi-
leged rather than the rici. How would you re-
concile this with the environmentalists’ argu-
ment of “Earth for Earth’s sake” — that the
right to foul our air and water doesn’t get
doled out to anyone?

Sanders: 1 would turn that question around and
say that the criticism that some would make of the
environmental movement, or at least some aspects
of the movement, is that the needs of poor people,
even within the context of the environment, have
not been adequately addressed. Look at those peo-
ple who suffer the most as a result of environmental
degradation; it is not wealthy people who are forced
to look at a trailer park, but it is people who are liv-
ing in slums where ... the air is more polluted, the
noise is louder, the water is worse.

VNRC: Would you say that you espouse a
kind of green socialism?

Sanders: Well, the goal that I am searching for
is ... how you create a society which provides for all
its people — decent income, decent jobs, decent
housing, decent health care — and at the same time
does not destroy the environment.

I don’t think anyone has a magical solution. We
know for example, that in the Communist countries
in East Europe and the Soviet Union, if anything
their treatment of the environment was worse than
what went on in the U.S. On the other hand, we
know that in some Social Democratic countries like
Sweden, there is a deep understanding that every-
body suffers when you destroy the environment.
There are no simple solutions, but clearly, unless we
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look at corporate control over this country, at greed
which motivates the system, and at who'’s profiting
off of environmental degradation, you're not going
to deal with the environmental crisis.

VNRC: In this issue of the magazine, we're
discussing the issue of sustainability — in par-
ticular, of Vermont’s environment and tradi-
tional way of life. Is this a priority for you?

Sanders: Of course it is a tremendous priority,
because what you're really talking about, to a signifi-
cant degree, is agriculture in the state of Vermont.

One of the positive developments that has been
taking place in recent years is that many people
within the progressive community in our state —
who are concerned about the environment, about
agriculture, about the needs of low income and
working people — are beginning to catch on that
they're involved in the same struggle. Out of that is
coming groups like the Unity [Coalition] which is
taking place in Montpelier — that is a major step.

If we see the family farm go, we're going to see
the degradation of our environment and we're going
to see condominiums, shopping malls, parking lots,
replace the family farm and that will be absolute dis-
aster. So I think I will play as strong a role as I can
in fighting to protect Vermont’s family farms.

VNRC: Do you have a specific agenda for
agriculture in mind?

Sanders: First of all, milk price support is at
$10.10 [per 100 pounds of milk] right now ... You
can't maintain a functioning family farm at [these]
milk prices. You need $15.00, you need $16.00 per
hundred weight. So, one effort has got to be in
Washington, to fight for high milk price supports
and I intend to do that. Arrayed against that is agri-
business ... and the Bush administration essentially
wants to do away with all price supports.

The more immediate effort is to bring together
the farmers — almost like a union organizing ef-
fort— to say we're not going to sell our product at
$10.10. Put pressure on the co-ops and on the
cheese companies that buy the milk.

VNRC: Can you give us your vision for a
Vermont economy that sustains our ecology?

Sanders: Okay. First of all, the preservation of
agriculture in the Vermont is an absolute necessity.
Number two, in terms of development — and as

22




BNOOMIN WIL AB NOLLYHLSNT

Mayor of Burlington I fought against the Pyramid
Mall — there has to be an understanding that ... de-
\’UIUPHIEI“ cannot t'dk(_' Pl'd.['lf 'd."-\r' placc Or ("\"t’l}'
place. We have got to have regions which are indus-
trial regions, which are commercial regions, and are-
as of the state which remain open and beautiful.

Thirdly, [it will take] a lot of resources. It takes
money to clean up Lake Champlain. We're spend-
ing $52 million on that city-state project. It will take
money to build some of the waste facilities, landfills,
new sewer systems, to put forward the recycling
measures. That ties in with progressive taxation —
that cannot be dumped on the property tax, because
working people just can’t alTuaniL

VNRC: In a letter to environmentalists at
the beginning of your campaign, you wrote,
“We must re-direct our priorities away from
military spending and to those cities and towns
in Vermont that are trying to upgrade their
sewage treatment systems, build appropriate
landfills, develop recycling programs, support
public transit, and clean up Lake Champlain.”
Do you have specific programs in mind toward
those ends for Vermont?

Sanders: [ will support, as I said during my
campaign, a 50% reduction in military spending ...
over a five-year period. Now, where do you use that
money? ... You put a significant amount of money
back into the communities to deal with [these envi-
ronmental programs]. Do I have a specific pro-
gram? Not at this moment I don’t, but I will.

VNRC: Barry Commoner told your support-
ers when he was here this fall that no useful
environmental bills had come out of Congress
recently, and called for a bill mandating that
the federal government buy only fuel-efficient
cars. Do you have plans for that kind of bill?

Sanders: I've worked with Barry for many years
and I consider him to be one of the more percep-
tive, important people in the environmental move-
ment. Barry's main point is that the government it-
self is a huge purchaser of products. And by saying
that we as a government, when we purchase our au-
tomobiles or our products, demand certain stan-
dards, it would force manufacturers to start supply-
ing those products. Once you supply it for the
government, you're going to do it for other institu-
tions as well.

VNRC: Do you plan to introduce a bill?

Sanders: Well, I want to talk with Barry and
other people in the environmental movement whom
I respect and develop an agenda, but that’s certainly
an idea that I am sympathetic to.

VNRC: Do you have plans to do coalition
work with environmental groups? If so, which
ones, and on which priorities?
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Sanders: Well, we've got the endorsement of
Environmental Action. We'll work with Green-
peace. ..l intend to work with all the groups of
course ... but those that I will probably instinctively
come closer to are those groups who see the connec-
tion between the economy and the environment.

VNRC: In light of current national and glo-
bal events, how would you summarize your
message to Vermont environmentalists?

Sall?dc'rs: (..lff‘dl‘]‘\’ energy is rvlu‘t(-'d directly to “There will be
what is going on in the Persian Gulf right now. Eve- ;
rybody understands that, and groups like VNRC are N0 Serious

going to have to demand that automobiles in this
country start off getting 60-70 mpg, not 20 mpg, that
we put huge sums of money into solar energy, etc.

But the message that T want to make to VNRC
members is this. The problems facing this nation
are enormous. ... We are declining as an industrial
nation, our educational system, health care system
and infrastructure are collapsing, people don't vote
anymore, and so forth.

If you think you're an environmentalist and
you're not prepared to challenge corporate control
over America — if you think you're an environmen-
talist and you're not prepared to fight for campaign
finance reform — then you're not an environmental-
ist. There will be no serious restructuring of our
approach to the environment unless _\'hu
have many, many new people coming into
the U. S. Congress.

One of the lessons that I learned dur-
ing the last campaign — and of course
its not just the environmental groups al-
though they are as bad as anybody in
this — is that if somebody is not horren-
dous, people say, “let’s support him —
after all, we could get somebody worse.”
We call it the Incumbency Protection
Act. The environmental movement,
in my view, VNRC and all of the
other serious groups, have got to
start de\‘c]nping a prngressive
agenda.

But I guess the main message
is that if you're not prepared to
raise basic questions as to... the
relationship of the degradation
of the environment with greed
and quick profits, I think one is
not being terribly serious.
Now I know this offends cer-
tain people and that has been
perhaps some of the strain
that has existed between
some people in the environ-
mental movement and myself.
But that's the way it goes:
that is what I believe. o

restructuring of
our approach to
the environment
unless you have
many, many new
people coming
into the

U.S. Congress...”

Bernard Sanders
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Nongame
Wildlife
Fund

Want To Feel Good
About Tax Season?

It’s hard to imagine, but just
one dollar can restore popula-
tions of vanished species,
rotect vast areas of threatened
abitat and preserve some of
the most spectacular natural
areas in the Northeast!

Valuable Retumns
Contributions to Vermont’s
Nongame Income Tax
Checkoff (line 11) have
restored peregrine falcons,
common loons and pine
martens to our skies, waters
and land. But each year brings
tougher challenges to wildlife
as habitat is lost and environ-
mental quality suffers.

This year, help insure the

value of our natural heritage
for generations ahead: ma%(e a
check for any amount to
Vermont’s Nongame Wildlife
Fund. That’s something to feel
good about this tax season!

For more information contact the
Vermont Fish & Wildlife Dept.,
103 South Main St., Waterbury, VT
05676 (502) 244-7331.

ADVOCATES FOR VERMONT

VNRC announces a new major donor program: Advocates
for Vermont. Advocates is a committed group of VNRC
members who support the work of the Council by making yearly
contributions of $1,000 or more,

Special benefits include a Sabra Field limited print (created
exclusively for Advocates for Vermont), three free VNRC gift
memberships, special outings and mailings, and other
benefits. Most important, the Advocates category allows the
VNRC to continue its leading role as a state-wide environmen-
tal defender of Vermont’s natural resources.

If you'd like more information about the Advocates
program, please call Deb Crespin at the Montpelier office of
VNRC, (802) 223-2328 or write to us at 9 Bailey Avenue,
Montpelier, Vermont 05602,

7/55 ermont
Book. Shop

Middlebury 05753

Books £

Hardcover &

Paperback &

Fa~
Records _;\_-)
LP, Tape, CD
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Free String Bags For
VNRG Members!™

Seventh Generation has the best selection of
environmental products in the country.
Visit our Company Store for:

T

S

Y

* Recycled paper products
* Energy-efficient lighting
* Non-toxic cleaners
* Water-saving shower heads
¢ GreenCotton clothing
And much, much more.

Seventh Generation

Carry your purchases home in a
FREE, 100% cotton, unbleached
Store Hours:  string shopping bag (a $4.50 value).*
MF10-6
Sat10-5

* To receive your free string bag, please
55 Hercules Dr.,  bring this ad to our Company Store.
Colchester, VT Offer expires 12/31/91. Limited to one
655-3313 per customer. No purchase necessary.
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EASTMAN ON BALANCE

An Interview with Vermont’s
New Natural Resources Secretary

Jan Eastman, Vermont's new Natural Resources
Secretary appointed by Governor Snelling | is a
Peacham lawyer who grew up in Vermont. She has
previously served as the Executive Officer and Vice-
Chair of the Vermont Environmental Board. VNRC
Executive Director Ned Farquhar interviewed her
soon after the new administration took office.

VNRC: It sounds like the budget is already
a big issue.... Certainly your greatest accom-
plishment, when history looks back on your ad-
ministration, won’t be that you maintained or
provided new funding for existing programs.

Eastman: No, | hope the achievement is that we
will have looked at all the very good programs that
we have, that we take advantage of the hard times,
and think, “How can we do things better? How can
we still get to the bottom line with as little extra ef-
fort as is necessary?”... You have to admit that there
are many divisions in the Department of Environ-
mental Conservation and many projects require
more than one permit. I'm not suggesting that you
can just lump all those permits t()g(‘t}l("l', but mu}'he
we can do a little to make things easier for people....

VNRC: Can you tell whether your look into
the permitting issue will also include more
public access into the “black box™ of the Agen-
cy’s permitting process?

Eastman: [ want to be sure that there is public
access. It’s the qualifiers that I'm not sure about.... |
do believe that to the extent that people are affected
by a decision they deserve a chance to know what's
}ﬁuin;_‘ on. | want to make it a ﬂrJrJrf uppurtuuih to
participate. I think everybody deserves a good shot.
Now, duplicative shots? Tl try and avoid them. |
really will, because ... we need to get on with things.
An honest shot? A (h.uwe to get at the substance of
issues? Yes. That’s where we're all trying to get.

VNRC: What are the policy changes you
want to get done, besides working on funding
and permitting? For instance, the northern fo-
rests issue is important to our members.

Eastman: I'm interested in the Northern Forests
Study. I live in the Northeast Kingdom and I do un-
derstand that our forests are changing and maturing
and there are going to be new issues there five, ten,

or fifteen years from now. 1 think it should be
something that we're spending some time on. We
should be \pcndm;‘ a lot of time on educating the
people who live in those areas as to what good forest
management means. ['m a little concerned that
good management may not look [good] to someone
who doesn’t understand it — it’s a dynamic thing,
and there are going to be changes. Am 1 gom.s__, to
suggest that we regulate forest practices? Not yet.

VNRC: You've been both a big player in
and defender of Act 250 and Act 200. You've
developed by now an overall vision of the is-
sues in environmental protection in Vermont.

Eastman: ['m not a scientist. What I look for —
and I'll need a lot of help from a lot of people — is
what are the numbers? What are the bottom lines
for prutucti{m? I'm not :mti-devel()pment. I be-
lieve we can have what we need in the State of Ver-
mont — some kind of growth to provide jobs for our
children, for us — and I think you can still [protect
the environment]. When we can't, we just can't. |
don’t come into this with a mind set one way or an-
other.... I am an advocate of planning.... I hope we
have a vision of where we're going. 1 hupe we sit
down every now and then and say. “Now what do we
want? Where do we want to end up?”

VNRC: When you look back on your experi-
ence at the Environmental Board, what stands
out for you as a philosophy of managing natu-
ral resources amf’ protecting the environment?

Eastman: [ don't think that things all have to be
resolved through confrontation. 1 think that my
forte is that I'll sit down and listen to different
groups, and then I'll try to figure out what really are
the concerns. What do people really want? That
doesn’t mean that it’s all a balancing test and vou al-
ways end up in the middle. The point is that as a
public servant, I've always felt that we're here for
everybody, absolutely e\er\hnd\ . We listen, and we
try to make thnu;,hlfu] decisions. We try to put
some judgment back into decision-making, and
some support for those decisions when you exercise
judgment... [On my own land] T want to protect it
and all the creatures, for future generations. But
I'm also a historian of Vermont and 1 know that
we've used our resources frequently, historically. o
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“I think that my
forte is that I'll sit
down and listen to
different groups...
That doesn’t

mean it’s all a
balancing test and
you always end
up in the middle.”

Jan Eastman,
Vermont Secretary
of Natural Resources
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VNRE NEWS & NOTES

SETTING THE

AGENDA
VNRC Legislative Breakfast
Well Attended

Accurding to' Rep. Curt McCor-
mack (D-Rutland City), by mid-
January, the House Committee on Nat-
ural Resources had already been as-
signed over 100 bills — with more on
the way.

McCormack, who chairs the com-
mittee, was among over 75 leaders and
conservationists attendi ng this Janu-
ary’s annual Environmental Breakfast
organized by VNRC.

McCormack told the group that he
did not expect to see significant action
on anti-Act 200 bills, noting, “We
passed good legislation and answered
the most important problems last year.
Now we need to let it operate.”

Other leaders addressing the group
included Attorney General Jeffrey
Amestoy, and Senator George Little
(R-Chittenden), Chair of the Senate
Natural Resources Committee.

The breakfast was also an opportu-
nity for environmental advocates to
present their views. Over a dozen en-
vironmental groups, from the Audubon
Society to the Sporting Alliance for
Vermont’s Environment, as well as sev-
eral governmental entities, outlined
priorities.

“It is critical that leaders and advo-
cates get on the same wavelength, and
we're glad to be able to organize these
opportunities to talk early in the ses-
sion,” said VNRC Executive Director
Ned Farquhar.

“As importantly, we're glad to be
making sure that our fellow environ-
mental groups begin networking early.
Cooperation will be the key to success
in this biennium,” Farquhar said. SC

VNRC OFFERS

A THOUSAND THANKS

Outgoing Board
Members Will Be Missed

here is no way we can adequately

thank them for all they have done
for us, but we can at least wish a fond
farewell to the outstanding VNRC
Board members whose terms ended in
December, 1990. Each has made a
significant difference to VNRC'’s health
and welfare.

John Hemenway, who represented

the Vermont Timberlands Association,
has been extremely helpful in forestry

matters. Patricia Highberg was ac-
tive in committee work, and served as
VNRC Board Chair as well as a short
stint as Acting Co-Director. Patsy’s de-
dication and patience over the years
has made an enormous difference to
the organization. Ecologist Dave Jill-
son served on numerous board com-
mittees, and helped steer VNRC policy
and proirams.

Richard Mixer served as Board
Chair, and has been critical in VNRC's
times of transition, serving as Acting
Director three times over the vears.
Dick also played a key role in VNRC’s
financial and internal computer pro-
grams. Mark Schroeder has been ac-

Name

VNRC Helps
Keep Vermont

Green

And your membership —
or your gift membership to a

Address
Town, State, Zip
Phone

J Individual:
1 Family: $35

d Sustaining: $50
A Non-profit Org.:

$25

I enclose a check for the following type of membership:

1 Business (1-25
employees): $50

(1 Business (over 25
employees): $100

1 Limited income: $10

$30

Membership includes a year's subscription to the Vermont Environmental
Report. All contributions are tax deductible. Please make checks payable
to VNRC and mail to 9 Bailey Avenue, Montpelier, Vermont (15602,

VERMONT ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT - SPRING 1991 - 26




tive as VNRC Treasurer for many
years. Mark also made sure that ag-
riculture was well represented in
VNRC's agenda. William Uptegrove,
representative from the Green Moun-
tain Club, helped boost our citizen ac-
tivist work in southern Vermont; Bill
and his wife Betsy earned the 1990
VNRC Leadership Award.

VNRC by-laws only allow each
board member two consecutive three-
year terms, and so we know all good
things must end. However, out hats
are off to these fine Board members!

DC

NWF OrPENS NEW

RESOURCE CENTER
Home Base In Montpelier

here’s a new kid on the envi-

ronmental block! Montpelier’s
Bailey Avenue, already the home of the
VNRC main office and the new office
of the Vermont Land Trust, welcomes
the National Wildlife Federation
Northeast Natural Resource Center.

“New England is well represented

by very able conservation and educa-
tion organizations covering a wide
range of topics and issues.” wrote Cen-
ter Director R. Montgomery Fischer in
his description of the Center. “Howey-
er, there are at least two main areas ...
in need of greater attention. They are
the concept of economic sustainability

... and the human health aspect of envi-

ronmental degradation.”

According to Fischer, a well-known
Vermont conservationist and former
VNRC Executive Director, the Center
will work to determine the economic
impacts of selected public and private
development proposals, and the public
health issues resulting from existing or
proposed environmental degradation.

The National Wildlife Federation,
one of the nation’s largest conservation
groups, has seven other Regional Re-
source Centers across the U.S., each
with its own regional issues focus.

NWF also chooses one environmen-
tal organization to act as its affiliate in
each state; VNRC is the Vermont
NWF affiliate. SC

New England

Forestry Foundation
85 Newbury Street, Boston, MA 02116

WOODLAND MANAGEMENT and FOREST PROTECTION
Regional Offices:
Mitch Kihn - E. Barnard 763-7684
Charles Richardson - W. Dummerston 254-6963
John Lareau - Manchester 362-5231
Kendall Southard - Brattleboro 257-4830

of all natoral Rainforest
Cashew & Brazil Nut
Buttercronch Brittle!

Money from the purchase of these nuts will help Brazilian
forest peoples start a nut-shelling cooperative that theyll
own & operate. Rainforest Crunch helps to show that the
forests are more profitable when their nuts, froits &
medicinal plants are coltivated for traditional harvest than
when their trees are cut & burned for short term gain

BENGJERRYS

ALL NATURAL ICE CREAM .

VERMONT ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT — SPRING 1991 - 27




BULLETIN BOARD

April 6

The Larger Context offers workshops
and dialogue with over 40 socially re-

sponsible organizations at their Alter-
12 -5 p.m,,

native Careers Forum.
Memorial Auditorium, Burlington;
free admission.
Joe Heyer, (802) 655-9602.

April 12-13

“Closing the Loop” is the theme of the
Montpelier Association of Vermont
Recyclers’ Annual Conference,
focusing on promoting waste reduction
and recycling through buying recycled
products. Workshops, exhibits, nation-
al speakers and more. Call (802) 229-
1833 for more information.

May I8

Join experts and enthusiasts for a
VNRC Old Growth Forest Field
Trip. Led by forest expert Charles
Cogbill, this field trip will explore the
30-40 acre tract of old gl‘()\\-'l[‘l forest on

For information call

ENVIRONMENTAL LAW

Summer Courses

» 25 two-week courses in Toxics,
Land Use, and Natural Resources
Law and Policy

* Nationally Recognized Faculty

* Graduate or JD Credit

MasTERS PROGRAM IN
ENnVIRONMENTAL Law

* For Non-Lawyers and Lawyers

* Interdisciplinary Program of Law,
Policy, and Ecology

Environmental Law Center
Vermont Law School
South Royalton, VT 05068
(802) 763-8303

Lord’s Hill in Marshfield. For details,
call Jim Shallow at VNRC, 223-2328.

June 8-9

“Problems in the Tropics” will be the
topic of keynote speaker Dr. William
E. Davis at the Vermont Institute of
Natural Science’s 19th annual Ver-
mont Bird Conference, to be held at
Trinity College in Burlington. Contact

Introducing the Solar Boiler ™
—vyour protection against the
rising cost of energy. This
state-of-the-art solar appliance
uses clean, renewable solar
energy to provide hot water,
cutting your water heating bill
by two-thirds. While the Solar
Boiler ™ protects your budget,
it also helps protect our envi-
ronment. Over its lifetime it
will reduce the production of
air pollutants that cause acid
rain and global warming by
over 10 tons. The Solar
Boiler* protection for you
and the planet.

Protection
from the Sun

VINS after April 1 at P.O. Box 86,
Woodstock VT 05091, (802) 457-2779.

June 23-29

The Wildbranch Workshop in Out-
door, Natural History and Environ-
mental Writing enhances both per-
sonal and professional writing ski]“s.
Contact Sterling College, Craftsbury
Common VT 05827, (802) 586-7711.

The Solar Boiler ™ comes com-
plete for $1,850* with all neces-
sary hardware for installation
and a 10-year warranty on
collectors and heat exchanger.

Call or write today for details.

SOLAR WORKS

64 Main Street
Montpelier, VT 05602
1-800-339-7804 (in VT)

1-802-223-7804

*SB56 system complete with lwo 4 x 7
collectors and 60 gallon storage tank:
installation extra
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The French countryside offers unpretentious pleasures...

creamy cheeses, crusty breads. and wonderful wines.

Wines with concentrated fruit, spicy bouquet and
rich. mouth-filling flavors.

La Vieille Ferme — Delicious!

"*...a wine of richness, body and charm that would

please even the most demanding palates.”
TERRY ROBARDS

"They are delicious, well made, interesting wines...

sensational values...Don’'t miss them!"
ROBERT PARKER. IR.




V.E.R. Hot Spots

A trolley line down Shelburne
Road wins a “Strip Develop-
ment Renewal” award? Read
about this — and many other
visions of a sustainab
future. See page 12.

A group of local landowners is
working with VNRC to pro-
mote a sustainable forest
economy in the Worcester

Range. See page 20.

Jan Eastman is the new
Natural Resources Secre-
tary appointed by Governor
Snelling. What are her plans
for the post? See page 25.

Over two years of research —ouw__ |

and advocacy by VNRC and 7]

Trout Unlimited pay off: the
Battenkill is Vermont's first
Outstanding Resource
Water! See page 5.

RV

Vermont Natural Resources Council

9 Bailey Avenue
Montpelier, Vermont 05602

Spring, 1991

A new Council and Alliance
are working to protect Ver-
mont’s northern forests
through conservation ease-
ments amf maore. See pﬂgﬂ 9.

Import Canadian power for
Vermont use? VNRC testifies
in Hydro-Quebec hearings
that the costs to the environ-
ment and native peoples are
too high. See page 6.

Ski trails, hiking trails, wild-
life, and more: Developers
and conservationists including
VNRC agree for now on the
Killington-Pico ski area
merger. See page 7.
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