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ACT 250
BESIEGED

ermont’s develop-
ment review law, Act
250, is under siege,
but so far Gov.
Howard Dean and

the state Environmental Board
have stood firn against misguided
— or calculated — attempts to
weaken or undermine the law, ac-
cording to VNRC’s Deputy Direc-
tor for Policy, Steve Holmes.

The attack has come from busi-
ness groups ('nml)l;lining Act 250
has become cumbersome, lengthy,
and a drag on job and business
growth. They want a number of
“reforms.” VNRC has strongly op-
posed most of the changes, argning
the changes would make it harder
for the 1)111)|1( to testify and partici-
pate in hearings, ¢ urb the appeal
process, and tilt the playing field
toward developers.

At a key hearing of the board
Nov. 18, Holimes testified that the
changes wanted by the business
groups would* ‘strike at the v ery
heart of the law — the ability of
m'(]inul‘\‘ pvuplv to p;u’ticip'lt-v [‘HI].\
and informally in an open,
non- t]m-.lt(-nnw democratic pro-
cess.”

To its credit, the board subse-
quently jettisoned most of those
proposals as imwarranted, says
Holmes. At the same time. the
board expressed a willingness to
consider a reform idea backed by
VNRC, which contends many of
the delays blamed on Act 250 are
cansed because applications are
incomplete and state and local per-
mits haven't been obtained. The
propx sal, called "swluvnﬁ;l] l)('l'lllil—
ting,” would require all other per-

mits to be in hand before Act 2350
hearings begin.

VNRC also was also successful
in a meeting with Gov. Howard
Dean, who agreed with a VNRC
request to decouple Act 250 legis-
lative reforms from his major 1993
economic pn(']-::lgv. Holmes Siys
VNRC’s concern is that, as part of a
larger bill, Act 250 reforms could
be held hostage or become a politi-

cal football instead of being judged
solely on the merits.

As it stands now, Holmes says the
Environmental Board continues to
draft an Act 250 package for the
Dean administration to submit to
the Legislature. While praising its

“the Hl"li“ll! efforts.” he Savs \'\'H(f
may decide to take a “pro-active”
role and sponsor its own bill on per-
mit reform. Stay tuned.

”
7

VNRC's Steve Holies testifying at state Envirommnental Board hearing,

NRC called in a leading
international salmonid
(trout) expert this fall to testify
in hearings by the Water Re-
sources Board on Sugarbush Ski

from the Mad River for
snowmaking.

Canaclian research scientist
Rick Cunjak backed VNRC's
comtention that the level of
withdrawal sought by Sugarbush
would cause wrmlm.mt .ul\ erse

WATER WITHDRAWAL
STANCE SUPPORTED

Resort’s plans to withdraw water

effects to tront reproduction
through ice scour and bottom
freezing.

VNRC was the lead organiza-
tion of a coalition of four gronps
that opposed the withdrawal
plan as excessive. VNRC also
argued that Sugarbush had not
presented mlv( puate data to back
its proposal, says Chris Kilian,
Water/Wethmds Program
Director. A decision I:} the
board is due in January.




VNRC STAFF

Ned Farquhar,
Excentive Director
Stephen Holmes,
Deputy Direetor for Policy
Dinsmore Fulton
Deputy Din'f‘{ru“ﬁn' Mewher-
ship and Development
Peg Elmer,
Lane Use Program Director
Chris Kilian,
Water/\Vetlands
Program Director and
Staff Attorney
Jim Shallow,
Forests, Wildlife, and Public
Lands Program Dircctor
Nadell Fishman,
:\fr'mh('mhr'p Director
Marie Frohlich,
Operations Manager
Miry Morrison,
Acconnts Manager
Alison Trowbridge,
Research aned Administration
Coordinator,
Southern Vermont®
Brendan Whittaker,
North Woods Project
Ficld Director
Jemnifer Langdon,
Intern®

*Part-time staff

PUBLICATIONS

Allen Gilbert,

Editor, PressKit
Andrew N(’Im‘lh_\
Sarah Brock
Brian 1. Graphic Arts

The Vermont Natural Resources
Couneil is a non-profit environ-
mental organization founded in
1963 to promote the wise use of
Vermont's natural resources.

The VNRC Bulletin is [m|r-
lished three times a year |)} the
Vermont Natural Resources Conn-
cil. Main Office: 9 Bailey Avenue,
Montpelier, Vermont 05602, tel.
(502) 223-2328. Southern Vermont
Office: Box 1820, Bonnet Street,
Manchester Center, Vermont
05255, tel. (802) 362-3113.

VNRC III(‘RHIH‘I"\]Iil) includes a
subscription to the VNRC Bulletin
and the Vermont Environmental
Report magazine. For an individual
|l|t'||||1l‘l‘\‘]|il), send $25.00 to the
address above.

Pege 2

FIRST BUY
FOR LEGACY
PROGRAM

he state of Vermont

and the Forest
Legacy program marked a
milestone with the purchase
of a 1,672-acre parcel in
Granby containing Cow
Mountain Pond. The acquisi-
tion was the first in the nation
under Legacy, a pilot program
in Vermont, Maine, New
Hampshire, and New York
that will help preserve key
tracts of northern forest.

The town was a prime
mover behind the purchase,
says VNRC Forests, Wildlife,
and Public Lands Program
Director Jim Shallow, who
calls it “a great example of
how we can have a public and
private purtners]lip to save
important pieces of upland
forest.” The undeveloped
pond and surrounding land
were bought from the Cham-
pion paper company through
the cooperative efforts of

Granby and state and federal
agencies. VNRC serves on the
special state Legacy comnit-
tee that made the parcel its
top priority and has had an
active role in Northern Forest
Lands policy.

“NON-POINT”
PROGRAM SHIFT
ON HOLD

uring its last ses-

sion, the Legisla-
ture mandated a handoff of
the program that controls ag-
ricultural non-point source
water pollution from the
Natural Resources Agency to
the Department of Agricul-
ture. But questions by VNRC
about both the legality of the
move and whether it would
harm the effectiveness of the
program have put the change
on hold.

“Agricultural non-point

source pollution — basically
runoff from manure and

Cow Mountain Pond in Granly

chemical fertilizers in water
— is the single largest remain-
ing pollution source in Ver-
mont,” says VNRC Water/
Wetlands Program Director
Chris Kilian.

According to Kilian, the
switch would move Vermont
even further out of compli-
ance with federal clean water
laws. VNRC is now working
with state and federal agen-
cies to try to improve
Vermont's (‘mnplium‘e.

FOREST
ALLIANCE
FORMS

NRC has joined with
a broad range of con-
servation groups to develop a
cohesive approach to North-
ern Forest issues.

The Northern Forest Alli-
ance is an umbrella coalition
of 27 groups ranging from the
National Wildlife Federation
and Audubon Society to re-
gional and state organizations,
such as the Appalachian
Mountain Club.

VNRC Forests, Wildlife,
and Public Lands Program
Director Jim Shallow says the
group hopes to enhance its
influence by presenting a uni-
fied front on diverse issues,
from property tax reform to
developing policies for a vi-
able forest industry and forest
conservation.

“It hasn’t been an easy pm-.
cess, but I'm encouraged by
the progress that’s being
madle at this point,” says Shal-
low.
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ALLISOX TROW

SUNBOWL.:
CLOSELY
WATCHED

tratton Corp.’s pro-
posed Sunbowl devel-
opment continues to be
closely watched by VNRC and
a coalition of citizens groups
in southern Vermont.
Procedural (]elu}‘s have
pushed back until late winter
any further Act 250 hmnng_,s
or decisions on the ski area’s
plans for a 498-unit complex
and 18-hole golf course. Par-
ti(‘ﬂ dare now l)rt‘l)au'ing_, l)l'()'
posed “findings” on the im-
pact of the development for
review by the local Act 250
commission, says VNRC
Southerm Vermont Research
and Administration Coordina-
tor Alison Tm\\-'ln‘i(lge.
VNRC’s concerns focus on
the degradation the large
project would have on the
quality of pristine Kidder
Brook and adjacent water-
1eds, as well as the harm to
lmpm’tunt bear corridors and
habitat and the development’s
nonconformance with local
and regional plans.
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STREAM
WITHDRAWAL
AT ISSUE

he issue of taking

water from a nearby
strean for snowmaking has
become VNRC’s focus in Act
250 hearings on a proposal to
link Mt. Snow and Haystack

skd areas with a water pipeline.

Mt. Snow, now in the sec-
ond year of a three-year lease
to operate [--lu_\'stu('k, wants to
put in the three-mile line to
get sno\wn;l]\'ing water from
Cold Brook under an existing
permit granted to Haystack.
Southern Ver mont Research
and Administration Coordina-
tor Alison Trowbridge says
VNRC is concerned the pipe-
line amounts to a major
change in the existing permit
and will result in increased
water withdrawals from the
brook.

No decision is imminent
by the district Act 250 com-
mission, which hasn’t set a
deadline for submission of
written findings by Mt. Snow,
VNRC, and other interested
parties.

]

HOPEFULLY,
MORE WATER
OVER THE DAM

NRC is awaiting a
decision from the

Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission on whether it
can intervene in dam
relicensing hearings on the
Deerfield River in southern
Vermont. VNRC, along with
the Vermont Federation of
Sportsmen’s Clubs, filed as
co-intervenors Dec. 11

VNRC and other groups

want minimum ﬂ()\\’ ](4\'(-‘|.\' set

CONSERVATION

mental and land use issues.

several outside consultants.

COMMUNICATION GROUP

NRC has been working with seven other Vermont
environmental and land protection groups in strat-
egy sessions to improve public understanding of environ-

To focus their message and improve the way it is con-
veyed to Vermonters, the group last summer bmucrht in

Among the consultants was Kimbell and Sherman, a
well-known Montpelier lobbying and communications
firm. However, Kimbell and Sherman have some clients
whose goals conflict with those of the conservation group,
and ()bjecﬁuus were ruised to their participation.

As a result, a decision was made not to use Kimbell
and Sherman any further. However, the group continues
its work in meetings twice a month.

— Ned Farquhar

to restore fisheries on the river,
which is controlled by New
England Power Co.’s operation
of S()men.et and Harriman res-
ervoirs. VNRC also is con-
cermned that drastic draw-downs
on remote Somerset Reservoir
have affected nesting of endan-
gered loons.

VNRC recently succeeded
in a Freedom of Information
Act request and received a
copy of the massive, 18-volume
application NEPCO filed to
support its 30-year license re-
newal.

i)

COUNCIL OF
ENVIRONMENTAL
ADVISORS

he 18 members of

Gov. Howard Dean’s
Council of Environmental Ad-
visors have had a busy agenda
since their appointment last
spring. says VNRC Executive
Director Ned Farquhar.

Farquhar, VNRC Board of
Directors Chair Sarah
Muyskens, and five others with
ties to VNRC are on the coun-
cil, which is similar to the
long-established Council of
Economic Advisors.

Beyond offering input on
current issues, F.uqu!uu Vs
the panel “has been pm\ulmlf
very strong, clear-headed ad-
vice on long-range environ-
mental policy” to Dean, who
often sits in on its sessions.
Farquhar says the council has
also begun productive meet-
ings with its economic counter-
part, searching for common
groumc.




LEGISLATIVE

LEGISLATURE AT A
CROSSROADS: HERE’S WHAT
WILL BEST HELP
VERMONT’S ENVIRONMENT

s the Legisluture hegins anew two-year session
(biennium), Vermont’s economy is hinting an
upswing, but state budget dollars continue a downswing
and the lingering memory of tough economic times makes
certain this will be a eritical time for the environment.

Pressures from the business community to streamline
environmental programs threaten Act 250 and the state’s
permitting process, while fiscal pressures threaten funding
for environmental and conservation programs. Along with
such concerns, however, some opportunities are also likely
to arise in 1993 to improve environmental programs.

“The Vermont Legislature stands at a crossroads,” says
VNRC Executive Director Ned Fm‘quhau: “It can steer
excessi\'ely toward economic dev(‘lopmt'nt at the expense
of the environment, or continue down the reasonable path
it has for the past 10 years, helping the economy while pre-
serving the environment.”

issue in a comprehensive way,
avoiding the pitfall of singling
out one cmnp(ment, such as
Act 250.

VNRC could support lim-
ited administrative revisions
to Act 250 — through
rule-making where possible
— that strengthen the law and
do not erode its substance or
its democratic process.

For example, VNRC be-
lieves that “sequential permit-
ting,” where all state and local
permits are received and Act
250 applications are complete
before the Act 250 hearing
begins, would speed up the
Act 250 process. Other areas

Act 250

VNRC expects there will
be major efforts to “stream-
line” or “reform”™ Act 230 in
the 1993 legislative session.
Gov. Howard Dean has an-
nounced that pt*nnit process
reform will be one of his 1993
initiatives. He has indicated,
however, that his administra-
tion will not propose changes
to Act 250 criteria or to limit
participation in the Act 250
process.

VNRC believes that any
problems with the permit pro-
cess in Vermont relate to state
agency and nuuli(ipul permit-
ting, not to Act 250. Any dis-
cussion of chs mges to t]l(‘ per-
mit process must address the
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that VNRC could support in-
clude provisions to develop a
simplified, commonsense
method of dealing with Act
250 permit expirations and
renewals and to allow munici-
pal permits to carry the
weight of presumption, under
certain circumstances, at the
district commission hearing,

ANR Permit Review

VNRC supports efforts to
improve the permitting pro-
cess within the Agency of
Natural Resources. The
agency’s permit review pro-
grams need to be evaluated
and modified, where appro-
priate, to facilitate a faster,
more efficient, and responsive
process. Increased funding
will be required to improve
the agency’s own permit pro-
grams as well as the agency’s
participation and expert testi-
mony in Act 250 proceedings.

VNRC will monitor these
areas with an eye on maintain-
ing protection of land, water,
and air resources while im-
proving public participation in
the permitting process.

Act 200

VNRC opposes any efforts
to repeal or undermine the
planning goals and objectives
of Act 200, and supports the
goals of open public participa-
tion and access in local plan-
ning that are fostered by this
important law.

Economic
Development

Growth Areas. The Dean
administration has inclnded
“growth center” legislation in
its Economic Progress Act.
VNRC will work to see that

growth centers remain an in-
tegral part of the package.
Growth centers would allow
towns to concentrate mixed
development — shops, of-
fices, homes — in one area,
following Vermont’s tradi-
tional, compact village settle-
ment patterns.

VNRC will continue to
support the gmwth center
concept as an excellent alter-
native to strip development
and haphazard division of the
Vermont countryside, as long
as it is linked to permanent
protection of land outside the
growth center. The review
process on gr()wtl] center
planning should also include
public involvement, regional
planning review, and Act 250 .
approval.

Infrastructure. VNRC sup-
ports initiatives that target
infrastructure funding and
programs such as road im-
provements, public buildings,
and water and sewer systems
to properly designated growth
centers.

Historic preservation and
downtown revitalization.
Vermont's historic resources
and its traditional downtown
urban areas and village settle-
ments are cornerstones of a
successful long-term develop-
ment strategy for the state.
VNRC supports funding and
programs that preserve our
historic resources and foster
downtown revitalization.

Regional tax sharing.
VNRC would support a re-
gional tax-sharing mechanism

as part of the growth center

umcept.
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Housing and
Conservation Trust
Fund

VNRC supports funding
necessary for the fund to meet
its objectives for fiscal year
1994. VNRC supports the
goals of the program, which
pr()\i(lrs important monies to
help protect forest and farm
land throughout the state
while working to finance and
preserve affordable housing
for Vermonters.

Current Use

With tne continuing fiscal
crunch, the Use Value Ap-
praisal program, also known
as “Current Use,” will a rain
.l;e a target for the budget axe.

roperty tax reform efforts
taking place will add to the
pressure to cut the prograim.
Adequate funding must be
maintained for Current Use
until property tax reform pro-
viding tax equity on produc-
tive land is accomplished.
VNRC does not support a
moratorium in the program,
nor should any further cuts be
made unless tied to other tax
proposals that meet the goals
of the program.

VNRC believes agriculture
and forestry — two vital main-
stays of the Vermont economy
— should be protected by a
viable program of current use
taxation that returns tax equity
to productive land. VNRC will
not support pmposuls that cut
funding for the forest pro-
gram in favor of the agricul-
ture programs, and vice versa.
With the Current Use pro-

..J;rmn facing its third year of
underfunding, VNRC be-
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lieves it is time to begin devel-
oping a long-term plan for
protecting productive farm
and forest land, including con-
cepts that target funds to ar-
eas of viable forest and farm
production and that consoli-

dilt(:‘ programs.

Property Tax Reform
VNRC welcomes renewed
efforts to find other ways to
finance education besides the
regrvssi\'u property tax.
Recognizing the impor-
tance of the farming and for-
est industries to the Vermont
economy, VNRC strongly be-
lieves that any new method
must provide fairer taxation of
undeveloped land. VNRC
backs factoring the ability to
pay into any taxation plan.

Water Withdrawals

VNRC will lead the fight
— whether in the Legislature
or at the state agency level —
to develop clear, consistent,
and scientifically based policy
for minimum stream flows
that protects ecological and
recreational values in
Vermont's waterways.

With ski areas, power com-
panies, and municipalities in-
creasingly eyeing Vermont's
rivers and streams for their
own purposes, VNRC be-
lieves the impact of water
withdrawals on aquatic life
and Vermont’s m ajor recre-
ational and natural resources
must be addressed.

Public Trust Doctrine
VNRC will continue its
efforts to ensure the Public
Trust Doctrine, as developed
by the courts, will be used to
provide strong protection for

PLATFORM 93

Vermont's pu|1|i(' resources
such as lakes, rivers, and
shorelines.

Water

As Vermont implements
gmund water pmtecti()n laws
and debates how to imple-
ment provisions of the federal
Safe Water Drinking Act,
VNRC will keep an eye on
environmental and public
health issues relating to this
critical resource.

Transportation

Federal mandates promot-
ing less highway construction
and more environmentally
sound transportation policies
have been strongly backed by
VNRC, which will keep a
close eye on the state’s list of
highway construction and
planning projects this session.

VNRC will continue to
oppose as unnecessary the
proposed Bolton 1-89 inter-
change, and opposes further
widening of the Route 7 corri-
dor, preferring to see rail ini-
tiatives explored in that area
and others.

Air Quality /
Solid Waste

VNRC will continue to
work closely with other
groups to improve air quality
and environmentally sound
waste disposal.

VNRC will work for a
strong state program to limit
toxic air pollution. VNRC will
support efforts that set a high
priority on waste reduction,
reuse, and recyeling, such as
the Waste Reduction and
Packaging (WRAP) Act.

Energy

Energy conservation and
efficiency programs remain a
priority for VNRC, which will
monitor bills that affect state
energy policy, programs, and
funding.

Citizen Lawsuits
VNRC would support a
provision in Vermont law en-
abling citizens to sue for en-
forcement of environmental

protection laws.

Regulation and
Enforeement

VNRC will support efforts
to reform and strengthen
Chapter 117, Vermont's local
and regional planning and
development act, in order to
improve local enforcement
and the implementation of
local plans.

Fish and Wildlife
Programs

VNRC supports fish and
wildlife management policies
that are based on sound biol-
ogy and will maintain the
overall health of the species
populations.

VNRC opposes any staff
reductions in Vermont's valu-
able Non-Game Wildlife and
Natural Heritage programs.

Landowner Liability

VNRC strongly supports
the longstanding Vermont
traditions of public access to
the state’s northern forests
and other important recre-
ational lands and waters.
VNRC will support efforts to
clarify the liability of private
landowners regarding lawsuits
by recreational users or tres-
passers.
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VERMONT NOTES

MEETING
WITH NEW
AGENCY CHIEF

NRC staff have had
two meetings with
Vermont's new Agency of
Natural Resources Secre-
tary Charles Clarke, and
their discussions left a good
impression.

“I'm optimistic Chuck
Clarke will take the agency
in the right direction,” says
Steve Holmes, VNRC's
Deputy Director for Policy.

Joining Holmes in the
meetings were VNRC Ex-
ecutive Director Ned
Farquhar and policy staff
members Peg Elmer (Land
Use), Jim Shallow (For-
ests), and Chris Kilian (Wa-
ter). Their wide-ranging
talks touched on Act 250,
permit reforms, water qual-
ity, water withdrawal, and
solid waste.

VNRC North Woods
Project Field Director
Brendan Whittaker
F(]l']n(‘l' I](,’il(l ()!- th(’ same
agency — also met with the
new chief and says Clarke,
a biologist by training, “has
encouraging understanding
of the technical issues of
the agency.” Whittaker ex-
pressed his concerns about
“the continual drain of dol-
lars and additional duties,”
but was reassured that
Clarke understands
Vermont's strong environ-
mental commitment.

“T camne away with a
sense that none of the es-
sentials are going to be
given away,” says
Whittaker.

i
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GRANTS
FOR TREES

ermont’s Urban and

Community F()restr}'
Council is again offering
grants to help communities
plan for and maintain their
urban tree-scapes and rural
forests. Grant information has
been sent to every town man-
ager, planning and conserva-

tion commission, and other
identified tree groups. Past
projects have ranged from the
formation of local tree boards
to the inventory and planting
of trees. The grant applica-
tions will require a 50/50
funding match and will have a
February or March deadline..

For further information
write Steve Sinclair, Vt. Dept.
of Forests, Parks, and Recre-
ation, 103 S. Main St., Water-
bury, VT, 05671-0601; or call
244-8716.

THE NORTHERN FOREST — ON YOUR WALL

NRC has been working with other state, regional,

and national groups toward long-term protection of
New England’s northern forests, together with sustainable
use of the region’s forest resources, Well-known Vermont
artist Sabra Field has created a poster depicting the beauty
and expanse of these northern forest lands. It is available
from Wild Apple Graphics at HCR 68, Box 131, Woodstock,
VT 05091 (telephone, 457-3003). Through the generosity of
Sabra Field and Wild Apple Graphics, part of the proceeds

from the sale of each poster will be donated to VNRC.

SHARING
THE SPIRIT

n September repre-

sentatives from local
environmental groups gzlth-
ered at Camp Keewadin on
Lake Dunmore for the fourth
annual Sharing the Spirit
Conference. Much excite-
ment was generated as people
met and shared problemns,
successes, and insights in two
days of workshops, network-
ing, and fun.

Propel‘t_v rights‘ pmpert_\j
tax reform, how to work with
lawyers, fundraising, and eco-
tourism were among the
workshop offerings. .
Contmdamcing and a surprise
performance by Keewadin’s
Executive Director, Jim
Wacker, as a clown with an
environmental message, bal-
anced serious information-
sharing with fun. Several chil-
dren accompanied their par-
ents on this ovemight event
and added zest to goings-on.

Anyone interested in help-
ing to organize the next event
should contact Peg Elmer at
223-2328.

NEW AND
RETURNING
BOARD
MEMBERS

NRC welcomes the
following new board
members elected by the
membership at the Septem-
ber annual meeting:
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Paul Bruhn, Burlington.

Paul joins us as an organiza-
tional member for the Preser-
vation Trust of Vermont. He
is part-time Executive Direc-
tor of the Preservation Trust
and a member of the
Governor’'s Council of Envi-
rommental Advisors.

Megan Camp, Shelburne.
Environmental education ac-
tivist, Vice President and Pro-
gram Director for Shelburne
Farms, Megan joins us as an
organizational member for
Shelburne Farms.

Alison Clarkson, Wood-
stock. Alison has been a board
member of the Adirondack

Council and brings to the
VNRC Board a long-standing

‘nmmltment to environimen-
al protection.

Anita Dunlap-Childs,
Dummerston. Anita co-
founded the Windham
County Mothers’ Center, is
involved with the Threshold
Foundation, and is committed
to preservation for the sake of
future generations.

Douglas Racine,
Burlington. Doug has worked
as a legislative assistant to Sen.
Patrick Leahy and has just
finished 10 years of service as
a state senator with a primary
interest in environmental pro-
tection.

The following board mem-
bers are retuming to serve a
second term:

Tony Clark, Goshen.
Owner and operator of Blue-
berry Hill, a popular Inn near
Middlebury C ollege, Tony is
committed to h()l(hn" busi-
ness growth to strong social
.n(l environmental standards.

Melissa Cunningham,
Woodstock. Missy does
freelance photography.
coaches high school sports,
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and hopes to pass on to young
penplc a commitiment to
Vermont’s environment.

Jane Diflev Bennington.
A forester by training, }dnc
works for the Am(‘num For-
est Council. She is Vice Presi-
dent and President-Elect of
the Society of American For-
esters.

Margaret Laggis. East
Hardwick. Director of Gov-
ermment Relations for the
Vermont Farm Bureau, Mar-
garet owns and operates with
her husband a 200-plus Jersey
Dairy Farm .

Andrew Nugquist, Mont-
pelier. Andy, a fourth-term
member of the Green Moun-
tain Board of Trustees, re-
turns to the board as an orga-
nizational member from the
Green Mountain Club.

Cheryl Rivers, Windsor.
State senator, with experience
in low-income and environ-
mental advocacy, Cheryl man-
ages the River Echo Morcam
I[m‘se Farm.

Steve Trombulak,
Middlebury. Steve is a biolo-
gist and professor at Middle-

bury College where he
teaches natural history in the
Environmental Education
Department.

Katherine Vose,
Burlington. Katherine, or
“Max,”
planner working on solid
waste problems. She is Execu-
tive Director of the Northwest
Vermont Solid Waste Man-
agement District.

is a lllltlll'ill resources

WELCOME,
JENNIFER!

ennifer Langdon has

joined the VNRC staff as
an intern. Jennifer will help
coordinate Act 250 grassroots
efforts and legislative cam-
paigns for 1993. Jennifer
comes to us with a strong
background in public rela-
tions, which was both her ma-
jor at the University of Ver-
mont and her work in San
Francisco before her return to
her native Vermont.

Jemnifer Langdon, new VNRC intern.

RIS

NEW AND
REPRINTED
PUBLICATIONS

he Citizen’s Action

Guide, an update of
the original Citizen Involve-
ment Kit, provides valuable tips
for towns and individuals faced
with unwanted devt'lnpment.
Tips include a citizen’s guide to
Act 250, facts on water and
conservation, and much more.
The cost to VNRC members is
$6; to non-members, $11.

VNRC'’s Environmental
Directory has been updated in
a new, near pocket-size for im-
proved user-friendliness.
Members, $6; non-members,
$11.

Tropical Rainforest: The
Vermont Connection offers 100
pages of middle school curricu-
lum materials and ideas devel-
oped by VNRC under a grant
from the National Wildlife
Federation. The cost is $5 a
copy.

VNRC's Worcester Range
Project has generated An Eco-
nomic Picture of the Forest In-
dustry in the Worcester Range.
The report, generously sup-
ported by the Norcross Wild-
life Foundation, provides a
snapshot of the forests and for-
est industries in and around
the Worcester Mountains.

New to our list, Growth
Management News, celebrates
conservation and planning
statewide. It is free.

VNRC’s video So Goes Ver-
mont provides a powerful por-
trait of land-use planning issues
and the Vermonters who
grapple with them. It has been
updated, runs 23 minutes, and
costs $3.
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CHANGES IN
MEMBERSHIP
MAILINGS

e hear from

many of our
members that they tradition-
ally renew their VNRC mem-
berships on the anniversary of
the date they joined the
Council, regardless of our
schedule of renewal mailings.
Beginning in January, we'll
celebrate your anniversary as
amember of VNRC! The
date you joined is the date we
will use to caleulate when our
next membership renewal
request is mailed.

We hope that this makes
giving more convenient for
you. We also hope that you
will consider increasing your
gift with your next response.
We appreciate your patience
as we iron out this new mail-
ing schedule.

TAX
WORKSHOPS

axing Conservation

was the topic of five
VNRC (‘()-spnnsnrv(l evening
workshops held this fall in
towns throughout the state.
As more and more landown-
ers are selling, donating, or
transterring development
rights, towns have had to
wrestle with how to assess

taxes on conserved land. De-
bate has grown over the ef-
feets of these conservation
easements on the local tax
base.

The workshops aimed to
help town officials and land-
owners better understand
how to list property with ease-
ments and to explore the im-
pact of these easements on
the tax base. Assessment of
property with easements has
proved difficult because often
there are no comparable
properties on the grand list by
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which to set the standard of
value. Also difficult to assess
appropriately have been the
benefits of land easements in
moderating demands for
costly services coincident with
land development.

The workshops were led
by Deb Brighton of Ad Hoe
Associates, an expert on prop-
erty taxes and a member of
the Governor’s Commission
on Educational and Municipal
Financing Reform. Material
prepared for the workshops is
available from VNRC.

Consultant Deb Brighton helps
unravel the tangled questions .
around the taxation of land sub-
jeet to conservation easements in
Vermont. More than 30 listers,
lanclowners, planning connis-
sioners, and conservationists
from Lamoille and Washington
counties met Dec. 7 at the
Morristown Elementary School
for the workshop.
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