Public Interest Groups To Press For
New Gains In 1978 General Assembly

hood of $21 million.

that this could be a lively, hard-fought session.

major issues that would come before the 1978 session.

The 1978 Session of the General Assembly opens on Wednesday, January 4, and environmental groups are readying
themselves for what many observers see as a tough session.

What distinguishes the 1978 session from others in recent years is the existence of a sizeable General and Highway
Fund budget surplus, estimated by Bruce Mosher of the Joint Fiscal Committee as of June 30, 1977, to be in the neighbor-

The $21 million surplus combined with the fact that legislators will be facing the voters in November, 1978, suggests

In what follows, the VER talked to representatives of the major environmental groups who will have an active lobby-
ing presence at the State House. These representatives discussed their legislative objectives and revealed their sense of the

(1) Vermont Natural Resources Council,
(Seward Weber)

VNRC’s Executive Director, Seward Weber,
will be the Council’s lobbyist at the State
House in the 1978 session.

High on Weber’s list of legislative priorities

will be the task of defending Act 250 from
legislation that would weaken the Act. At

the same time, proposed developments like
Pyramid Mall, have demonstrated the need for
putting forward legislative measures that would
strengthen Act 250. VNRC is interested in the
idea of strengthening the role of regional plans
and regional planning commissions in review-
ing large developments like Pyramid Mall.

‘/NRC has a list of other legislative concerns.

Weber said, ‘| wouldn’t call the Fragile Areas
Bill a big issue, but | would like to see it pass
the Senate in this session.” The Council will
also be working with the Fair Tax and Equal
Education Coalition in pushing for property

tax reform and a new approach to state aid to
education. Weber was unwilling to make predic-
tions about the session, but he did feel that the
Act 250 issue will be one of the major questions
before the Legislature, and it will be a number
one priority for VNRC.

(2) Fair Tax & Equal Education Coalition
(Benjamin Huffman)

Public Affairs Consultant Ben Huffman will be
working for the Fair Tax & Equal Education
Coalition as he did in the 1977 session.
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““We are going to try to get H.361 passed,”
says Huffman about his legislative objectives.
He thinks there is a good chance for this in the
1978 session.

At the heart of H.361 is a provision that would
value farm and timber land at its ““use value” in-
stead of its “/fair market’” value. A companion
bill is being developed by the House Education
Committee to alter the state aid to education
formula. This new formula would measure the
“wealth” of a given town by the income of its
residents and the taxable value of ““non-home-
stead” property.

Huffman praises the hard work of House Educa-
tion Committee members who have been devel-
oping a new state aid formula throughout the
summer and fall. He sees a lot of haggling

over the present surplus, who gets it, and he
says the chances of adopting a new state aid
formula are about 50-50 at the moment.

(3) Lake Champlain Committee
(Anne Riegelmann)

The Lake Champlain Committee took an active
role in the initial formulation of Act 250. The
Committee is interested in issues of planned
growth, land use development and water qual-
ity, and will be providing active support on Act
250 issues as they develop in the 1978 ses-

ion.

(4) Vermont Public Interest Research Group
(Leigh Seddon)

VPIRG Assistant Director, Leigh Seddon, out-
lined a long list of VPIRG legislative concerns

in the 1978 Session.

At the head of the list is VPIRG’s desire to
see amendments to Vermont's Container De-
posit Law.

“| consider (these amendments) a major prior-
ity in the 1978 session,” said Seddon, “be-
cause our bottle law has not been working

properly.”

“It's a question of $1.5 million, *“ Seddon add-

ed. He was referring to an estimated $1.5 mil-
lion that Vermonters could save at the market-
place in reduced costs of beer and other bev-

erages if the brewers who now use throwaway
containers were forced to switch to refillables.

The future of Act 250, the State’s major land
use and develonment planning law, will be an-
other high-priority VPIRG legislative concern.
Seddon went as far as saying that he felt the
environmental focus of the 1978 session would
be the State’s role in planning for its future.
VPIRG will oppose amendments that would
weaken Act 250. At the same time VPIRG
will be supporting legislative proposals to
strengthen Act 250 in the wake of the
Pyramid Mall development.

VPIRG estimates that the effects of road
salting, particularly its resultant corrosive
damage to motor vehicles, costs Vermonters
over $50 million a year. VPIRG wants a
bill to reduce the use of salt on Vermont’s
roads.

VPIRG will be working on a wide variety of
energy-related measures. Some of these are

energy conservation bills such as a sliding
registration fee for motor vehicles based on
vehicle weight, tax incentives and low-interest
loans for alternative sources of energy, and a
measure to exclude energy conservation im-
provements from property assessments.

In other energy matters, VPIRG is asking the
Legislature to consider a bill to put aside suf-
ficient money for the decommissioning of nu-
clear power plants after their working life is
spent. And VPIRG wants the Legislature to
require Vermont utility companies to allocate
low-cost ““Power Authority of New York"
(PASNY) power to residential customers as
their first 300 kilowatts of electrical energy.

(5) Vermont Tomorrow,
(Stuart Meacham)

“We will definitely have a lobbying presence
on the Hill and it will be a full-time commit-
ment,” says newly-appointed Vermont To-
morrow Director, Stuart Meacham.

Meacham believes that citizens should take a
more decisive role in the legislative process.




» Session...

“We need to change the style of the way that Meacham explains the survival of Vermont
legislative work is done,” Meacham declares. Tomorrow this way. First is the membership
In most organizations there is a paid staff lob- of the organization, whom he characterizes as
byist who represents citizens and follows a num- more interested in the future of Vermont than
ber of legislative bills. Meacham wants to turn what they can get out of Vermont today for
that situation around. “It needs to be done by themselves. And second are the issues that
the people themselves," insists Meacham. ““We won’t go away. Meacham names a few of them,
(Vermont Tomorrow) want to act as staff for “The Pyramid Mall rip-off, paving Bennington
the people of Vermont to do their own lobby- County for a new Route 7, the outrageous
ing.” hold-up of the public by a 27 percent Central
Vermont Public Service Company rate increase,
The Vermont Tomorrow legislative program or Gov. Snelling’s proposal to develop the bank
will be precisely defined by a Cornmittee from accounts of certain Geneva (Switzerland) busi-
the Vermont Tomorrow Board. Meacham says, nessmen in the guise of developing Vermont.”

“We will undoubtedly focus on one or two
pieces of energy legislation.”

Would You Like To Be A Test Reader?

Michele Frome, Director of VNRC's ““Workbook Test readers might be municipal officials, region-
on Sewage Treatment Alternatives’” project, is al planning commission officials, health officers,
looking for a handful of people to assist her as or members of local civic groups. Test readers
“test readers.” might be individual citizens with a wide variety
of possible concerns: the construction of a sew-
. Michele Frome came to VNRC last May. Since age treatment system versus on-site systems; the
then, she has been conducting research and expansion of an existing sewage system; or the
writing two books on sewage treatment planning allocation of “reserve capacity.”” Test readers
and sewage treatment alternatives. Frome is might simply by individuals concerned about
working under a grant from the Vermont 208" their own private sewage systems.
Water Quality Planning Program. If you are interested in devoting some time to
the “Workbook Project’” as a volunteer test
Book 1 in the two-book series is entitled, reader, or if you know someone whom you
““Tools of the Trade.” It supplies background think we might contact, please write Michele
information on sewage treatment and sewage Frome at VNRC, 26 State Street, Montpelier,
treatment laws in Vermont, and describes the VT., 05602, or call (802) 223-2328.

full range of sewage treatment methods available
to both communities and the individual home-

owner. %ﬁ\\\%

Book 2, entitled, A Planning Guide,” will pro- \\\

vide community leaders and interested citizens

with a step-by-step explanation of how to study

sewage treatment problems and how to arrive

at appropriate solutions.

Frome will be asking test readers to help her in . —-l—

the following ways: (1) by reading one or both

books; (2) by applying the books to a current (NOTE) Copies of the draft of Book 1 are now available

sewage treatment problem in the reader’'s com- for review. The completed two-volume ““Workbook’ series
. munity; (3) by indicating in what ways the will be ready for general distribution in the summer of 1978.

books are helpful and in what ways they are VNRC invites you to add your name to the list of persons

not; and (4) by suggesting additions or changes who will be notified when copies of the completed Workbook

to the text. are available.




The Bobecat: Is It
An Endangered Species?

At two separate hearings over the past three
months, Vermont hunters and the State Fish &
Game Board have clashed over the Board'’s re-
cent proposal to close the bobcat season for one
year beginning in October, 1978. At the heart
of this disagreement between hunters and the
Board is the question of the size of the Ver-
mont bobcat population.

Questions about the size of the bobcat popula-
tion are being raised in other quarters as well. -
In January, 1977, the Defenders of Wildlife, a
preservation group in Washington, D.C., peti-
tioned the Fish & Wildlife Service of the U.S.
Department of the Interior to place the bobcat
on the Endangered Species List. The Defenders
of Wildlife fear that increased hunting pressure
may have depleted the bobcat population to an
endangered level.

This is how suspicions that bobcat numbers may
have declined dramatically can be explained.

First, the bobcat is an easy animal to trap. Sec-
ond, the bobcat has an unprotected status in
most states and can be hunted without restric-
tion. Third, bobcat fur has come into vogue in
the past few years. (Over 100,000 bobcat pelts
were exported to Europe in 1976. Bobcat pelts
sold for as much as $300 apiece. Coats made of
bobcat fur are selling for as much as $8,500 at
retail prices.) And fourth, the bobcat kill
throughout the nation has shown a drop from
9,000 animals in 1970 to 1,700 in 1976.

The National Wildlife Federation (NWF) has also
become involved in the bobcat issue. In 1976,
NWF conducted a survey of the 48 contiguous
states to determine the bobcat’s population size.
Only 15 of the 48 states could give any estimate
of their bobcat populations.

Now the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service has jumped
into the controversy. In response to the peti-
tion from the Defenders of Wildlife, the Service
has requested all states to determine what their
bobcat populations are. This request has
prompted many states to modify their bobcat
seasons or to set “‘bag limits"’ on the number of
animals taken.
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A November 30, 1977 action that emphasizes
the growing fear over the decline of the bobcat
is the export ban imposed on bobcat fur by the
federal Endangered Species Scientific Authority
(ESSA). ESSA is an independent government
agency that reviews applications to import or
export certain species of wildlife.

Vermont is one of many states that does not
have sufficient data to accurately determine the
size of the bobcat population. For the past 115
years, Vermonters have considered the bobcat to
be a pest, a varmint. Acting on this sentiment,
the Vermont Legislature put a bounty on the
animal to control its population. This bounty
provided a monetary incentive for the hunter
and continued until 1971 when it was lifted.
From 1971 on, hunters could still pursue the
bobcat, but there was no bounty and no re-
guirement to report on how many animals were
taken.

Finally in 1976 a major policy change occurred.
A bobcat season was introduced. This was the
first time in Vermont history that the bobcat
had received any protection. In addition, the
Fish & Game Board required mandatory re-
porting of bobcats taken.

’Is the bobcat an endangered species in
Vermont?”

Charles Willey, a state wildlife biologist and
leader of the Vermont Furbearer Project, has
strong doubts.

In a letter to the office of the Fish & Wildlife




VNRC's ENVIRONMENTAL LAW SERVICE:

THE FIRST YEAR'S ACHIEVEMENTS




A little over one year ago the Council inaugurated a new program called the VNRC Environmental Law Service (ELS). The ob-
jective of the ELS was to make the services of VNRC'’s staff lawyer available to citizens and organizations in Vermont on issues
of environmental law. The Environmental Law Service got its initial boost from a $5,000 grant from the Conservation Law
Foundation of New England, a public interest law firm located in Boston which has been active in projects in all six New
England states. In the first year of its life, the ELS has been sustained through a combination of individual contributions,

foundation grants, and government contracts.

The purpose of this report by VNRC's attorney Darby Bradley is to relate the activities and accomplishments of the ELS. Issues
involving land conservation dominated its first year. The major work in this area is described in this report.

(1) Ottauquechee Regional
Land Trust

Almost simultaneously with the announcement
of the Law Service, the Ottauquechee Regional
Planning Commission in Woodstock requested
VNRC's help in setting up a regional land trust
to protect forest and open space land in the
Ottauquechee region. While the idea of a “land
trust’” is not new in Vermont, the Ottauquechee
Trust is the first to emphasize the acquisition of
conservation restrictions (development rights) in-
stead of acquisition. The Ottauquechee Region-
al Land Trust is also the first such trust in
Vermont to seek federal tax-exempt status in
order to achieve its objectives.

The Ottauquechee Regional Land Trust was for-
mally incorporated in May 1977. In September,
the Trust was notified by the Internal Revenue
Service (IRS) that it did indeed meet the re-
quirements of a 501(c)(3) organization. This
determination was crucial to the success of the
Trust. It meant that any contribution of land
or conservation restrictions would be tax-deduct-
ible. In November, the Trust acquired its first
parcel of land, a six-acre tract in Hartland, from
the Connecticut River Watershed Council. A
brochure about the Trust is currently available,
and negotiations are underway with a number
of landowners.

There are still many issues to resolve about how
a land trust operates. The IRS recently advised

the Trust that conservation of land for produc-

tion of forest and agricultural products is NOT

a “charitable” activity and could not be under-

taken by the Trust. The IRS did indicate, how-

ever, that protection of watershed areas, wildlife
habitat and scenic views - values normally asso-

ciated with forest and agricultural land -- IS a
permissible activity. We are seeking further
clarification on this point. .

(2) Champlain Islands Trust

The establishment of the Ottauquechee Trust
has spurred interest in land conservation in
other parts of Vermont. A new project to raise
public concern about the future of undeveloped
Lake Champlain islands got underway this fall.
With sales prices soaring and with many islands
now on the market or available if the price is
right, members of the Green Mountain Audubon
Society sought advice from the ELS on possible
methods of protecting this significant resource.

After months of discussions, the Audubon Society,
the Lake Champlain Committee and VNRC, work-
ing with the New England River Basins Commission
and other governmental agencies, have launched a
two-part protection effort. First, a Champlain Is-
lands Trust will be established to acquire conserva-
tion restrictions or fee title in the islands. Second,
there will be a public education effort. A major
element of this effort will be a slide-tape presenta-
tion that will explain the current threat to the is- .
lands and dramatize the need for action.




As of this writing, it can be reported that a.
steering committee has been formed and that
the planning necessary to launch the Trust is
underway.

(8) Legislation

One problem that has bedeviled private land
conservation efforts over the years has been
Vermont’s property tax laws. These laws re-
quire that all property be taxed at “fair market
value,” even in cases where land is being held
by conservation organizations or is subject to
conservation restrictions. Several years ago, the
Council was instrumental in organizing owners
and users of open space into a coalition in an
effort to seek property tax reform. With the
assistance of the Law Service, the ‘‘Fair Tax &
Equal Education Coalition” drafted H.361, a
comprehensive bill that would permit “use value
taxation” on productive forest and agricultural
land and on land subject to long-term conserva-
tion restrictions. H.361 was introduced in the
1977 General Assembly by Rep. Norris Hoyt
of Norwich. The prospects for passage of
H.361 in the 1978 Session are encouraging.

@) Act 250 Fvaluation

Under contract with the Lake Champlain

(Level B) Basin Study, the ELS, together with
consulting engineer Richard Mixer, undertook a
six-month study to evaluate the effectiveness of
Act 250 in controlling erosion. The study in-
volved a review of Act 250's administrative pro-
cedures and a field survey of 29 projects subject
to the Act. During the course of the study, it
was discovered that while the amount of sedi-
ment from major developments was insignificant
(only enough to cover a football field in silt to
a depth of 1 and 1/2 feet), the total soil loss
from all land-related activities was substantial,
and may be having adverse impacts on certain
smaller watersheds. The final report on this
subject, which is scheduled for completion in
December, makes a number of recommendations
for improving the review and enforcement pro-
cess of Act 250.

(5) Liability Study

In another study prepared for the Vermont
Agency of Environmental Conservation, the ELS
reviewed the laws governing the liability of land-
owners to hunters, hikers and other recreational
users who might suffer an injury while crossing
private property. This subject has generated con-
siderable public interest in the wake of a $1.5
million award to a skier injured at Stratton
Mountain last winter.

The ELS study revealed that most landowners
who do not charge a fee for the use of their
land have little to worry about. Current liability
laws afford these landowners nearly complete
protection. Furthermore, most of these owners
will find that they have good protection against
suits under their “Homeowners’ Insurance’’ poli-
cies. These policies generally cover all land held
by the policyholder, even though such land may
be in a different part of the state. The ELS ad-
vises individual landowners to take the precau-
tion of consulting their insurance agents and
attorneys to make sure they are adequately
covered.

The ELS will release a 12-page booklet about
landowner liability in December. A full techni-
cal report covering the subjects of State and
municipal liability, the liability of public offi-
cials, and public recreation rights in Vermont’s
waters is also scheduled for publication at the
same time.

(6) Pyramid Mall

The Environmental Law Service has been active
in reviewing the application of the Pyramid Com-
pany for a proposed 494,000 square foot region-
al shopping mall in Williston. The role of the
Service in the Act 250 process was described in
the October issue of the Vermont Environmental
Report. Since then, the District Environmental
Commission has granted the citizens’ organiza-
tions standing on Criterion No. 10 (conformance
with local and regional plans). The Commission
also raised the possibility that these organiza-




tions may be able to gain standing on other
criteria. This is an important development, for
it allows citizen groups like VNRC to participate
directly in the Act 250 process by presenting
evidence and legal arguments.

In a separate but related proceeding, VNRC has
appealed the decision of the Agency of Environ-
mental Conservation to issue a stormwater dis-
charge permit to Pyramid. The appeal is based
in part upon the fact that the company submit-
ted, and the Agency required, no information on
the nature of the pollutants contained in parking
lot runoff. Research undertaken in other parts
of the country indicate that such runoff is a
significant source of water pollution. Hearings
on this appeal are expected to be scheduled in
January, 1978.

(7) Other Services

The Environmental Law Service continues to
make its services available to citizens and organi-
zations. The VNRC Environmental Law Manual
and updating service, and booklets on liability
and the tax consequences of charitable gifts of
land, are just some of the publications that are
available. Anyone who would like more infor-
mation about any of the projects described here,
or who would like to raise some other issue on
environmental law, is encouraged to do so. The
purpose of the Law Service is to respond to
such calls for assistance, and it is hoped that
people will make full use of this resource.

Darby Bradley, Director
VNRC Environmental Law Service

PROFILE: DARBY BRADLEY

Darby Bradley came to VNRC in the summer of 1974,
He is a graduate of Dartmouth College and the University
of Washington Law School in Seattle. After leaving
Dartmouth in 1967 he spent two years as a “jack-of-all-
trades” Legislative Assistant in the Washington D.C. office
of New Hampshire Congressman James Cleveland.

Then he went out West, took a law degree and began gen-
eral practice with a small Seattle law firm. He found time
to do some “pro bono” legal work. He became involved

in a classic environmental stand-off, a fight that had been
brewing for more than ten years, the proposed construction
of a massive flood control dam on the Snoqualmie River

in western Washington State.

Bradley’s approach to this problem was as imaginative as
the case itself was resistant to solution. Working with the
several parties to the dispute, -- farmers, town officials, en-
vironmentalists, and developers -- , Bradley helped to per-
suade these factions to try what was then the first experi-
ment in the country of a technique called “environmental
mediation."”

Bradley left Washington State for New England before the
Snoqualmie case was resolved. But it was resolved, not
through litigation, but through environmental mediation.
What Bradley learned from this experience informs his ap-
proach to law and its creative possibilities. Says Bradley,
“After ten years of having all these groups shouting at

Bradley launched the VNRC Environmental Law Service
in the fall of 1976. Over the years VNRC has sponsored
a wide range of legal activities and a Law Service seemed
the logical next step. The Council has organized well-
attended conferences on municipal law and Act 250.
VNRC has published an Environmental Law Manual. The
Council played a key role in drafting a Land Capability
& Development Plan. And Bradley himself was deeply
engaged in a number of legal efforts including a project
in the Town of Hartland to develop proposals for open
space protection.

Looking ahead, Bradley will be teaching a course in
Environmental Law at UVM in January, 1978 in as-
sociation with the UVM Environmental Studies Pro-
gram. He is already working with law students from
the Vermont Law School in South Royalton. Brad-
ley sees an even closer relationship with the Vermont
Law School, particularly when the Law School for-
mally opens its own Environmental Law Center in
the near future. When this happens Bradley will be
able to guide future attorneys in the practical appli-
cation of the law to specific Vermont environmental
problems.

(N.F.)




bobcat...

Service in Concord, New Hampshire, Willey
states his reservations this way.

It is highly unlikely that bobcat popula-
tions are as low as they were in the 1930’s
and 1940's (which marked an all-time low).
It appears more likely that bobcat popula-
tions are at midrange level, but may be
continuing their presumed subtle decline.

Willey continues.

Vermont is concerned about its bobcat
population as well as its other wildlife
populations, but to suggest that Vermont's
bobcat is an endangered species is a gross
overstatement devoid of fact. Bobcat
populations are as stable as many of our
other wildlife populations, but being dy-
namic, are subject to upward and down-
ward trends.

Willey concludes his remarks by raising the ques-
tion of credibility.

Such a move (placing the bobcat on the
Endangered Species List) could not only
affect the integrity and the credibility of
the Fish & Wildlife Service’s Endangered
Species Program, but seriously undermine
conscientious efforts to establish credible
endangered species lists within individual

states as well. The public needs assurance
that species places on endangered species
lists are indeed endangered if such a pro-

gram is ever to achieve its objectives.

Now the question of whether or not the bobcat
needs the further protection of a closed season
in Vermont has moved to center stage in Mont-
pelier. Twice the Fish & Game Board has met
the hunting public at heavily-attended hearings.
Twice the Board’s proposal for closing the sea-
son next year has been hotly contested. Even
Fish & Game wildlife specialists are inclined to
take a less extreme position on closing the sea-
son than the Fish & Game Board. They argue
that in order to study the bobcat population
(in the absence of research funds for live trap-
ping, an expensive undertaking) they have_to
have carcasses from hunters. These carcasses
supply information from which the biologists
can determine the age, sex and health of the
animals.

The Fish & Game Board will meet on December
22, 1977, to vote on closing the season next
year. Meanwhile, the Board seems increasingly
isolated, both from professionals in the Depart-
ment and from the hunting public.

Jeannette T. Stebbins

‘“Sun Day” Set For May 3rd

A broad coalition of environmentalists, con-
sumer advocates and other activists have
announced plans for the observance of “’Sun
Day’” on Wednesday, May 3, in communities
throughout the nation.

Sun Day’s Board Chairman, Washington, D.C.
researcher, Denis Hayes, explained the meaning
of the event by saying, ‘“Solar energy is techni-
cally feasible and economically sound right now.
To begin the transition to a solar era we need
only an educated market and an organized poli-
tical constituency. Sun Day will help provide
both.”

In a related development here in Vermont, the
Woodstock Inn has become one of 51 motels

and hotels located in 28 states and the Virgin
Islands to receive grants of up to 50 percent of
the costs of installing a solar hot water heating
system. The Woodstock Inn will receive one of
the largest awards, $138,195, from the federal
Department of Energy in Washington, D.C. The
grant money will pay for 50 percent of the
costs of installing a 5,292 square foot flat plate
(liquid system) solar collector.

In explaining the purpose of the government
awards, Donald A. Beattie of the Department of
Energy said, ““The use of solar energy to heat
water for household purposes is considered to
be at, or near the cost-effective point, in com-
parison with other fuels, and especially in com-
parison with electricity.”
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Lake Champlain - 1-93

LAKE CHAMPLAIN:
CAN WE LIVE WITH IT

The Media Services of the Instructional Develop-
ment Center at the University of Vermont has
announced the availability of a 30-minute, 16
mm color/sound film entitled, *“Lake Champlain:
Can We Live With It.”” The film is available for
loan to groups, schools, and the general public.

It was produced at Vermont Educational Tele-
vision for the Environmental Program at the
University of Vermont. The production of the
film was made possible, in part, by a grant from
the Vermont Council on Humanities & Public
Issues.

The film focuses its attention on the current
controversy surrounding a proposal to control
the water levels of Lake Champlain by construc-
ting a “‘regulating dam* on the Richelieu River
in Canada. The Richelieu River drains the Lake
Champlain Basin and flows north, emptying into
the St. Lawrence River. The purpose of the
proposed dam would be to alleviate annual
flooding, primarily along the Richelieu River.

“Lake Champlain: Can We Live With |t." con-
siders a broad range of environmental and land-
use questions. Of the proposed regulating dam
on the Richelieu it asks this question: “‘Are
there alternatives to engineering approaches to
managing floodplain areas?

Anyone interested in showing the Lake Cham-
plain film should direct enquiries to:

IDC/Media Service, Ira Allen Chapel, Lower
Level, University of Vermont, Burlington, VT.,
05401, telephone, (802) 656-2971.

There is a $3.00 booking fee for renting the
film.,

U.S. FOREST SERVICE NOW
ACCEPTING JOB APPLICATIONS

The Rutland Office of the Green Mountain
National Forest is now accepting job applica-
tions for seasonal and summer employment
with the U.S. Forest Service.

Forest Service Jobs ik |

Seasonal jobs begin before May 12 or extend
beyond September 30. Summer jobs begin
after May 12 and end before September 30.

The Forest Service has openings in fields as di-
verse as forestry, engineering, surveying, physi-
cal science, hydrology and range management.
There are also employment opportunities for
“forest aids’’ or ‘“technicians’” in any of the
following areas: fire, timber, recreation, wild-
life and youth conservation staff work.

Anyone who would like to apply to work with
the U.S. Forest Service in National Forests
throughout the 13-state Eastern Region should
write for application forms from the Super-
visor's Office, Green Mountain National Forest,
Federal Building, Rutland, Vermont, 0570I.

Applications may be submitted for employment
beginning as early as March 1, 1978. Applica-
tions will be accepted beginning December 1,

1977, but no applications will be accepted .
which are postmarked later than January 15,
1978.

For further information write:
John P. McArdle, Forest Supervisor
U.S. Department of Agriculture
Forest Service

Green Mountain National Forest
Rutland, Vermont 05701

COMPROMISE REACHED ON THE NOTCH

The 20-year struggle over the routing of Inter-
state 93 through Franconia Notch in New
Hampshire’s White Mountains is over. Un-
der a compromise struck between Governor
Meldrim Thompson and the White Mountain
Environment Committee, the proposed four-
lane divided highway will be narrowed to two
lanes through the Notch itself. This is a ma-
jor concession. According to federal officials
this will be the only two-lane stretch of road
in the entire 43,000-mile U.S. Interstate
Highway system. Franconia Notch is on a
stretch of road between Littleton, N.H. and the .
Connecticut Valley town of Waterford,
Vermont, a few miles south of St. Johnsbury.




For Sale

Backpacking, Canoeing, Nature Study, X-C .... Back-
packer Books has just released its new Catalog Number
4, listing over 750 trail guides, climbing guides, and
titles related to wilderness travel and nature study.
Price is $1.00, refundable with the first purchase. Or
stop in, 9-4, Monday through Friday. Backpacker
Books, Dept CL42, Main Street, Orwell, VT, 05760.

Pure Maple Syrup, packed in Vermont-made ceramic
jugs commemorating the Bicentennial of Vermont's in-
dependence. This limited edition available filled with
Grade A syrup: half-gallon $19.25 ppd., quart $12.50
ppd. (Please add $1.00 west of the Mississippi.) Write
for complete mail order price list. Butternut Mountain
Farm, Johnson, Vermont, 05656.

Sides of Yearling Beef, natural feed, state inspected,
wrapped and frozen , approximately 200 pounds, @ .75
pound. H. Carse, Hinesburg, Vermont. 482-2294,

To the Editor:

| want to congratulate Mr. Behney in his re-
marks on ““Jobs” in the Vermont Environmental
Report, (November, 1977, Number 69).

These are statements that were made under the
heading of ““Jobs” in the November VER.

““Do we spend millions of dollars to make the
environment in Vermont pure and educate these
kids, and then see them go out of state.”

“The recreational industry does not provide the
type of jobs that we need. | think this area
needs a better mix of jobs than it has.”

This thinking is certainly healthy. More of it
should go on in Vermont.

Sincerely,

John W, Treadwell
Oliver Building

Mellon Square
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

REIDEL ELECTED PRESIDENT OF
THE AMERICAN FORESTRY ASSOCIATION

Dr. Carl H. Reidel, former Vice-Chairman of the
VNRC Board and Director of the Environmental
Studies Program at the University of Vermont,
has been elected President of the American
Forestry Association (AFA). The AFA Annual
Meeting that elected Reidel as President was
held October 16-19 in Monterey, California.

At 40, Reidel is the second youngest President
in the history of the American Forestry Associa-
tion, a national conservation organization foun-
ded in 1876. Reidel is presently on leave from
the University of Vermont and is serving as
Visiting Professor and Research Scientist for two
years at the Yale University School of Forestry
and Environmental Studies.

NOTE: VNRC needs a dual pitch IBM Selectric
typewriter. Would anyone who has a lead on an
IBM (dual pitch) Selectric typewriter that could be
passed along to the Council, either as a gift or at a
reduced price, please write or call Seward Weber
at VNRC. (With thanks.)




RICE NAMED GMC EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Stephen K. Rice of Richmond, Vermont has been
named the new Executive Director of the Green
Mountain Club (GMC). Rice will succeed outgoing
Executive Director Larry Van Meter who resigned.

In another move the GMC Board has decided to
recommend that the Club’s principal office be
shifted from Rutland to Montpelier.

Meanwhile, in other trail-related news, there have
been significant developments in the attitude of
Vermont's two U.S. Senators and on the part of
the National Park Service to the idea of permitting
a greater reliance on cooperative agreements as one
way of securing land over which the Appalachian
Trail passes.

VNRC played a key role in suggesting amendments

to H.R. 8803. If the amendments suggested by VNRC
are accepted, there would be greater flexibility in the
way that land on the Appalachian Trail is protected.
At a meeting in Woodstock on December 13, Dave
Richie of the National Park Service expressed interest
in the idea that local groups like the Ottaquechee Re-
gional Land Trust might negotiate protection agree-
ments with individual landowners. Such agreements

might be substituted for federal acquisition of land
over which the Trail passes.

There are to be more hearings on federal plans to pro-
tect the Appalachian Trail, one with the Two Rivers
Regional Planning Commission on January 18 and one
in Rutland at a date which has not yet been set.

R.A.R.E. IDENTIFIES 55,720 ACRES

The Chief of the U.S. Forest Service in Wash-
ington, D.C. has announced that 65.7 million
acres of land throughout the United States in-
cluding 55,720 acres of land in the Green
Mountain National Forest in Vermont have been
identified as “roadless and undeveloped” as part
of the Roadless Area Review and Evaluation
(RARE I1).

Now that these 55,720 acres have been identified
a full scale evaluation of these lands on the basis
of their wilderness, or social, or economic values
can take place. The U.S. Forest Service will ask
for public comment in the late spring of 1978.
Such public comment will influence the Forest
Service in recommending which areas are best
suited for wilderness designation and which should
be devoted to other uses.
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